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Dear Friends,

For  more than   10  years, my family has traveled each summer to Northern Michigan.  For 

two weeks we enjoy time with extended family, a slower pace, and God’s creation.  The sun 

VRDNHG�GD\V�ZLOO�ÀQG�XV�RQ�%XUW�/DNH�HQMR\LQJ�FOHDU�EOXH�ZDWHU�RIWHQ�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�EHLQJ�
pulled behind a boat either on a tube, wakeboard, or water skis.  

Two years ago a Charlotte Christian family gave us the infamous “crazy tube.”  I am sure the 

manufacturer has a better name but we dubbed it the crazy tube after the initial trip on the 

water. The crazy tube has the harness at the bottom of the tube.  This unique placement of 

the harness makes the tube spin throughout one’s ride and makes staying in the tube nearly 

impossible   as the boat speed increases and the turns become sharper.

If you want to stay dry and in the tube, riding partners will need communication, coordination, 

and agility.  Often the ride ends with one or two tubers skipping across the water laughing.  

Life is much like a tube ride, there will be smooth straight runs and there will be sharp turns 

that brings water into one’s tube.  Some days the lake will be smooth and other days the 

waters will be choppy due to a strong wind.  

The crazy tube and our crazy lives both take communication, coordination and agility to 

survive. Charlotte Christian provides us with partners to take the ride.  Students bond with 

friends who will be friends for life, friends they can communicate with during the rough waters 

of some days.  Charlotte Christian provides teachers who partner with students in school 

and after by providing coordination on plans of action when the speed of life increases.  

Charlotte Christian provides training in agility so a young adult can know how to react w hen  

OLIH�VHHPV�OLNH�LW�LV�DERXW�WR�ÁLS�

My prayer is that we provide the skills and partners that enable our student tube riders the 

DELOLW\�WR�ÀQLVK�WKHLU�ULGH�ODXJKLQJ�DQG�WKDQNLQJ�*RG�IRU�WKH�MRXUQH\�

God Bless,

Barry Giller

Head of School   
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FEATURE STORY

Surprise
It’s Stephen!

In September, Charlotte Christian School had the exciting opportunity to welcome home National Basketball Association’s (NBA) Most 

Valuable Player (MVP) and Charlotte Christian alum Stephen Curry (’06) when he surprised students during a special assembly held in 

the Lamb/Johnson Gym, the same gym Stephen played in as a high school student.  Stephen brought along the Warriors’ 2015 NBA 

Championship trophy to share with the students.  

 

Last May, Stephen was named the NBA’s MVP for the 2014-15 season and one month later helped lead the Golden State Warriors to their 

ÀUVW�1%$�&KDPSLRQVKLS�LQ����\HDUV���6WHSKHQ�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�&KDUORWWH�&KULVWLDQ�LQ������DQG�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�VFKRRO�ZLWK�
distinction in all that he has achieved.  From his college days at Davidson to his current career with the Warriors, Stephen has modeled many 

of the values we strive to teach at CCS – humility, hard work, dedication, a commitment to excellence, and most importantly faith in God. 

We are proud to call Stephen a Knight and are honored that he chose to stop by and visit with our students. 
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During his visit, Varsity Boys’ Basketball Head Coach Shonn 

Brown, who coached Stephen in high school, led an informal 

question and answer session so that the students could learn 

more about Stephen’s days at Charlotte Christian and his 

basketball career.

 

What was it like to win the World Championship 
and be selected as the MVP?
“It was amazing.  There are 458 NBA players that suit up for 

the regular season, and this is what they are chasing.  This is 

what they are working hard for every single practice and every 

single day.  We were the fortunate 15 guys that got to hold 

that trophy on a podium with confetti raining down, and it was 

a special moment to celebrate all the work that went in to it and 

really celebrate as a team.  We won a championship a little 

different way, we won by committee and every single person 

had a role.  It was very, very special to see this trophy in person.  

I saw it on TV many times but never got to touch it.”

 

“The MVP was a blessing.  I have seen the list of all the greats 

who have won the MVP trophy – Michael Jordan, Larry Bird, 

Shaquille O’Neal, Magic Johnson – and now you have a scrawny 

kid from Charlotte Christian who has his name on there too – 

that’s pretty crazy.”

 

Did you have favorite
memory from the playoffs?
“It’s hard to pick one.  In game 

ÀYH� RI� WKH� 1%$� ÀQDOV�� ZH�
played at home and it was the 

pivotal game.  It was tied 2-2 

DQG�ZH�KDG�WKH�ÀIWK�JDPH�DW�
our place in Golden State and 

we needed to win that game 

and thankfully I hit a couple of 

big shots in the fourth quarter 

to win.  That was a big moment 

as you have that anticipation 

WR�ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�ZLQ�
that last game to get an NBA 

championship.”

  

What are some of your favorite 
Charlotte Christian memories?
“Windy Gap was one 

of my favorite weeks.  

The whole journey 

through high school for 

me, I had some great 

teachers that are still 

around and it is great 

to see some familiar 

faces. I learned a lot 

from this school and 

am blessed to have 

attended school  here 

for six years and to 

represent you guys 

going forward.”

 

Tell us about your 
shoes and the importance of 4:13.
´0\� IUHVKPDQ� \HDU� RI� FROOHJH� ,� ZDV� DERXW� WR� JR� P\� ÀUVW�
practice at Davidson.  My mom texted me about 30 minutes 

before practice with a nice encouraging text saying this was a 

QHZ� MRXUQH\�DQG� WR�EH� IRFXVHG�DQG� FRQÀGHQW�� DQG�SUD\HUIXO�
through it. She had her favorite verse, which is Romans 8:28 

DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�PH�WR�ÀQG�D�YHUVH�WKDW�,�FRXOG�KROG�RQ�WR�HYHU\�
time I suited up.  The spirit told me Philippians 4:13, ‘I can do 

all things through Christ who gives me strength.’  I wrote that on 

WKH�VLGH�RI�P\�VKRHV�WKDW�ÀUVW�GD\�RI�SUDFWLFH�DW�'DYLGVRQ��DQG�
I have been doing it ever since.”

 

“Now fast forward 10 years later I am able to share that with 

WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�ÀQG�D�FRPSDQ\�OLNH�8QGHU�$UPRXU�WKDW�FDQ�WUXVW�
me enough and be able to let me share my faith with the world.  

I am truly appreciative of that because not many companies 

let me dip in that water and share my faith in the small subtle 

ways I can.  Every shoe that people buy now has ‘I can do all 

things’ inscribed in the heel of the shoe so no matter what their 

upbringing is or their walk is with Christ.  Hopefully that little 

piece can encourage them in the right direction and inspire them 

WR�ÀQG�WKHLU�IDLWK�µ
 

Curry Two Providence Road Shoes
“I’m wearing these new shoes now. Before the color change at 

CCS, (to black and blue) they had a lot of red back in 2006.  

These are my Charlotte Christian inspired shoes that I am very, 

very proud of.  I am able to 

share my story with not only 

people that watch basketball 

but anyone that comes in contact 

with these shoes. Through them I 

am able to share my testimony, 

faith and witness and a little bit 

about myself.”  

Q&A
with stephen Curry
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“Stephen was in my Film Photography class. He was 

always a gentleman and a real joy to teach. Fun fact - 

when the students had to shoot a series of self-portraits 

using an object to stand in for themselves, Stephen 

used a trophy. Little did he know what trophy would 

represent him later in life!”

-Eva Crawford, Director of Visual Arts

 

“I am really proud of what he has accomplished.  He 

took his skills, his work ethic, that inner drive, that belief 

in himself when most others doubted, and put in the time 

to become a great player.  Through it all he remains 

committed to his core beliefs and is not ashamed to be 

a Christ follower.  He is a role model for many.

Not long ago on ‘The Mike and Mike Show’ they were 

asking if he was the most enjoyable athlete to watch in 

any sport.  They agreed that he was!  What a great 

tribute!  Now millions of young guys and girls have a 

hero who is at his core a quality person.”

-Bob Angley, US Math Teacher

 

´4XLHW�FRQÀGHQFH�PDNHV�PH�WKLQN�RI�6WHSK�&XUU\���7KDW�
he is able to stand up, not in an offensive way, but in a 

way that is loving and true and bold but also in humble 

beauty that he has.  I knew him from ninth grade up as 

a basketball player but it wasn’t until senior year that I 

was able to interact with him.  We used to play a Bible 

basketball game (we still do) and if you answer right, 

you get to shoot a basket.  I can remember Stephen 

at the back of the class taking the longest shots and 

draining them all day long, just like he does now.”

-Dean Hardy, US Bible Teacher

 

“He could see a play develop and know where his 

teammates would be. His vision and intuitiveness about 

WKH� JDPH� DQG� ÁRZ� RI� WKH� JDPH� KHOSHG� EULQJ� KLV�
teammates along there.  Stephen’s IQ helped increase 

HYHU\RQH·V�OHYHO�RI�SOD\���+H·V�VHOÁHVV��QRW�VHOÀVK�
 

Charlotte Christian School truly impacted Steph and his 

family and he felt strongly about that and he wanted 

all those people to be part of what he experienced 

and come back and show them a piece of the work that 

he is doing with the Golden State Warriors.  I think it 

speaks to the community at large here that helped to 

prepare him and mold him and wanted to partner with 

his family during his time at Charlotte Christian School.”

-Shonn Brown, Varsity Basketball Head Coach

13 CURRENT CCS TEACHERS TAUGHT STEPHEN W
HEN HE W

AS A KNIGHT.

 <QW�URGPF�C�NQV�QH�VKOG�YQTMKPI�QWV�VQ�UVC[�æV��YKVJ�VJG�
demands of your time, what do you do to strengthen 
your spiritual walk during the season?
“I have found some great accountability partners on my team, 

and we can always encourage each other. Whether it is a Bible 

VWXG\�RU�EHIRUH�JDPHV�� IRXU� RU� ÀYH�RI�P\� WHDPPDWHV�ZH�JR�
to chapel and dig into the word for about 15-20 minutes. It 

is a good way to remember our purpose and why we are on 

the stage that we are and why we have been blessed with the 

talents we have. We give it all back to Christ - all of the success 

and all the struggles we go through, and we continue to pray 

for each other and to encourage each other in our walks with 

the Lord.  To have that environment in an NBA locker room is 

GHÀQLWHO\�VSHFLDO�DQG�VRPHWKLQJ�,�ZDQW�WR�KROG�RQ�WR��,W�LV�D�JRRG�
way to be encouraged with the busy schedule I have of playing 

basketball every single day.”

 

You are a role model for young people and especially 
these students who are proud of you being a Knight.  Is 
there any message you want to leave with them?
“Obviously here at Charlotte Christian you learn so much about 

pushing yourself, challenging yourself, and developing integrity 

and a solid work ethic that will hopefully last you a long time.  

Especially to the high school crew that is here, as you aspire to 

go to college and into the real world, take advantage of the 

guidance you get from your teachers and the faculty and staff 

here.  You don’t know how blessed you are to have a culture 

here centered around Christ as you develop your academics 

and athletics that will establish a solid foundation for you.  

Take advantage of the spiritual guidance you get from all of 

your teachers because it is really important to have that going 

forward.  That is my main message for you to understand the 

importance and the blessing you have at Charlotte Christian.”
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For seniors, their last year of upper school is a time of transition, anticipation, 

DQG�UHÁHFWLRQ��7KH�\HDU�LV�IXOO�RI�ÀUVWV�DQG�ODVWV�ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�WR�UHPHPEHU�
in between. To coincide with this phase, Senior English Teacher Karen Dean 

assigns her students a project to conclude their poetry unit. The assignment is 

called “Where I’m From.”  Students must write a poem about themselves using 

all their senses and also pictures to accompany it. 

“One of my goals (with this project) is to give students an opportunity to stop 

DQG�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKHLU�FKLOGKRRG��KRSLQJ�WKH\�ZLOO�UHDOL]H�KRZ�ZRQGHUIXO�LW�ZDV��
what great parents and siblings they have, how blessed they are to attend 

CCS and have teachers and friends who care about them,” said Mrs. Dean. 

´,Q�GRLQJ�WKH�UHVHDUFK��LW�DOVR�KHOSV�VWXGHQWV�VHH�WKDW�OLIH�ÁLHV�E\�TXLFNO\�DQG�
seems to speed up as we get older, and so we shouldn’t allow ourselves to 

get bogged down with the ‘gunk’ of life. I want them to learn to not make 

mountains out of molehills; to stop and breathe and hand things over to God.”

Senior AP Literature and Composition Student Will McLain shares his poem and pictures

5

ACADEMICS

“Where I’m From”
An Annual Senior English Project
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“Where I’m From”

ACADEMICS

I’m from the horseracing Blue Grass,
The peach-growing Hot’Lanta,
The Tar Heel-loving Queen City,
And a cabin:
The only thing that didn’t change; the only thing that stayed the same.
I’m from distinctive cities,
25-student, 300-student, and 100-student schools,Classical and contemporary churches,
And a farm:
A peacock, a dog, a cow, a chicken, a teepee, and a trampoline.

I’m from two teasing sisters, a thoughtful mom, and a traveling dad,But no brothers!
I was alone. And when I wasn’t alone, I was drowning in estrogen.I’m from a Christmas list, a wish, and a prayer:“Give me a brother!” I wrote, begged, and cried aloud,But God had his own plan. I got two.

I’m from a slogan: Two Nations, One Family.We have spicy Berbere and savory, Ethiopian Doro Wat.I am diversity.
Ethiopia is now part of the family –
A part that will never leave.

I’m from “Hi,”
And “Salam” to
“I love you,”
And “Ewedihalehu.”
Although these are the only words I know, language is no barrier –Smiles, soccer, and thumb wars are universal. 

I’m from Grandmommy’s scrumptious spaghetti and the resulting McLain garlic breath stench,
--·V�GHOLFLRXV�FDVVHUROH�WKDW�QHYHU�PDNHV�LW�SDVW�WKH�ÀUVW�PHDO�Mom’s mouthwatering cake that can truly turn any frown upside down,And Dad’s iced–cubed not crushed–water that is always on the table.
I’m from Padre’s painful slapping, yet loving hugs,$QG�KLV�ÀUP��ÀQJHU�EUHDNLQJ�KDQGVKDNHV�
I’m from Mom’s soft, fuzzy PJ’s
And her warm, gentle smile.

I’m from Glenfee and his passionate Scottish heritage,+LV�ÁDPER\DQW��0F/DLQ�WDUWDQ�NLOWV�
His ferocious hawk that pretty much ate my face every time I got near it,
And his McLain coat of arms he re-created. 

I’m from homemade, 
Crayon-covered,
Sticker-splattered
Cards we make for each and every single holiday.(But shhhh! Be careful! Don’t let them see it before the celebration.)

Although 
we drudge it,
We secretly love it. Plus, they are better than a Hallmark.

I’m from Parks and Rec and my family’s annoyance with my constant line quoting,
Psych and our echoing laughter it causes,
American Idol and our frustration with the judge changes,And Sherlock and its intense discussions that ensue.

I’m from constant volunteering from babysitting to working with refugees,
Sensational soccer from birth until now,
Competitive theatre beginning with Paddington Bear,And beautiful music whether that be singing, piano, or even drums.
I’m from the best holiday ever: Christmas.
And everything that comes with it:
Eggnog,
Evergreen scent,
PJ’s,
And the traditional scavenger hunt for the stockings.

I’m from boisterous laughs that wake the neighbors,A family obsession with The Lion King and the constant singing it brings,
Fights over who gets to do the dishes (or rather who doesn’t),Our continuous visits to our cabin,
And our annual “Famiversary” celebration.
 
But I’m also from love:
A caring mom who not only tells me she loves me, but shows it too,A working dad who pulls all-nighters to provide for me,Two sisters who look out for me, laugh with me, and are there for me, Two brothers who have been in my family 7 years but, really, forever,And our cute cat named Mittens.

I AM McLain.

by Will McLain
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ACADEMICS

As technology changes at an increasingly rapid pace, the 

need for our students to learn and expand their skills becomes 

even more important. The lower and middle school technology 

teachers are doing their part to prepare our students for the 

future. Both divisions are offering instruction in the area of 

computer programming, commonly known as coding.

The middle school is engaging their students in a multitude 

of ways.  Seventh and eighth graders can choose to take 

Introduction to Coding as an elective.  This semester-long 

class meets every other day and is designed to be a basic 

introduction to Java and Java Script, two of the most common 

programming languages.  Students build their own games and 

work on multiple interactive projects throughout the semester.

Six middle school students have also formed an after-school 

robotics club that meets weekly. The team includes builders, 

organizers and coders who must program a robot to accomplish 

certain tasks. 

´7KH�EHQHÀWV�RI�FRGLQJ�DUH�ZLGH�UHDFKLQJ�µ�VDLG�0V��.D\ODK�
Holland, middle school technology facilitator.  “Coding teaches 

critical thinking, problem solving and communication.” 

During the week of Dec. 7-11, Charlotte Christian participated 

in the global Hour of Code initiative.  Students in Ms. Holland’s 

coding class taught all their peers in grades 6-8 a few basics 

on how to code, offering them exposure to this important skill. 

Lower school students also participated in the Hour of Code by 

writing basic code for some of the most popular video games 

today; Minecraft and Star Wars.  In the youngest grades, 

students would drag and drop coding commands to direct the 

video game character’s steps, while in third grade, students 

actually wrote in Java Script.

“I love that my students are developing a love for computer 

science, because that is where our world is going,” said Mrs. 

Kim Warr, lower school technology facilitator. “They are so 

excited when they hear they get to code!”

Students in JK and K also have an opportunity to learn coding 

during an after school club that meets on Thursdays. Using 

iPads, students explore coding apps like Bee-Bot and Move 

The Turtle and learn directional language and programming 

sequences.

“By the time my middle school students are in college, I feel like 

some type of coding class will be required for all students,” 

said Ms. Holland. “I am excited our kids are building this 

foundation.”

The Future
          is Now
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Charlotte Christian School provides a comprehensive 

counseling program for all upper school students. The  

counseling team consists of Director of College Counseling 

Mrs. Jodi Foxx, new College Counselor Mrs. Katrina Cassier, 

and Personal and Academic Counselor Mrs. Sabrina 

Garrett. The group works together to provide students 

and parents with the tools to navigate the increasingly 

competitive and complicated college search process; assist 

students in choosing courses; monitor academic progress 

and co-curricular involvement; and discuss any emotional, 

spiritual, and social concerns students may have.

The college counseling program is an important piece 

of this department. The individualized process for each 

student begins in ninth grade and continues through the end 

of the senior year. Through career inventory tests, the Junior 

Seminar class, college admission counselor visits, Lunch and 

/HDUQ�ZRUNVKRSV��ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�VHPLQDUV��JUDGH�OHYHO�SDUHQW�
meetings and more, the college counseling program works 

ZLWK�IDPLOLHV�WR�PHHW�WKH�VSHFLÀF�QHHGV�RI�HDFK�VWXGHQW�

Mrs. Foxx, who has a master’s degree in counseling, is in 

her 17th year of college counseling at CCS.  Mrs. Cassier 

has been on staff at Charlotte Christian since 2006 and 

formerly served as the school registrar before moving into 

her current role as college counselor.  She has undergone 

extensive training in college counseling through a UCLA 

FHUWLÀFDWLRQ� SURJUDP�� DQG� KHU� H[SDQGHG� UROH� LQ� WKH�
department this year has allowed for even more services 

and opportunities for students in this area.  

With two full-time college counselors on staff, the ability 

for Mrs. Foxx and Mrs. Cassier to network with college 

DGPLVVLRQV�RIÀFHUV� WKURXJK� WUDYHOLQJ� WR� FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�
and attending conferences has increased.  

“We are expanding the number of campuses we can build 

relationships with,” said Mrs. Foxx. “The need to be on 

college campuses is real, and now that there are two of us, 

we can do more traveling.”

In addition to increased exposure to colleges, with the 

addition of Mrs. Cassier, there is more access for students to 

ask questions, get advice and be known by their counselors. 

“With Katrina as a full-time college counselor, this allows 

us to go even deeper,” said Mrs. Foxx. “With each of 

us able to take a group of students, we can get to know 

them even better and be more proactive. We attend their 

games, concerts and events and have more time with them. 

We continue, however, to work as a team for our students. 

They have so many questions, and when one of us is busy, 

TXHVWLRQV�FDQ�ÁRZ�RYHU�WR�WKH�RWKHU�µ

“We truly talk about everything and every student,” said 

Mrs. Cassier. “It is exciting to be working with them in this 

process. They bring their laptops and set up workstations 

(in the counseling center), and Jodi and I each have kids 

ZRUNLQJ�LQ�RXU�RIÀFHV���,W�LV�DQ�KRQRU�DQG�D�MRXUQH\�ZH�DUH�
happy to be a part of.” 

College Counseling Program Expands Offerings

ACADEMICS
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ATHLETICS

CCS Alumni
in Collegiate athletics

CCS has been proud and humbled to send so many 

student-athletes to play collegiate sports as well as 

to the pros. A few athletes have been highlighted 

ZLWK�FXUUHQW�VWDWV�DQG�RU�WKHLU�UHÁHFWLRQV�RQ�WKHLU�
time at CCS.

Tyler SImmons - 2011
wingate University

HOW DID CCS PREPARE YOU FOR 
COLLEGE AND TO PLAY BASEBALL AT 
THE COLLEGE LEVEL?  
CCS prepared me for college not only 

academically but spiritually as well. For 

some, the transition from high school to 

college is not easy, but CCS made it an 

easy for me. The teachers do a great job of preparing you for the 

type of workload you will experience at the college level. The teachers 

DW�&&6�H[SHFW�D�ORW�RXW�RI�\RX�EXW�LW�LV�RQO\�IRU�\RXU�EHQHÀW�GRZQ�WKH�
road. It took me a while to realize this but looking back on it now, I 

am very thankful for every teacher that helped me get to where I am 

today.   

CCS prepared me spiritually as well. College is a spiritual war zone 

and if you are not ready for it, it can be an overwhelming experience.  

Whether or not you go to a small Christian school or a large school, 

you are going to be challenged spiritually in ways you never thought 

possible. Charlotte Christian gave me tools to be strong in my faith and 

KROG�ÀUP�LQ�P\�EHOLHIV��

WHAT DO YOU MISS MOST ABOUT CCS?
What I miss most about Charlotte Christian is the family atmosphere. 

Charlotte Christian is a great place, and I am thankful for everything 

Charlotte Christian has done for me.   The relationships I made while at 

CCS are some that I will never forget and many of those relationships 

still hold strong today. 

2015
� Josh Broadway, Track & Field 

 UNC-Wilmington

�� Dillon Carpenter, Baseball

 Anderson University

�� %ULDQ�&KDIÀQ� Football

 Stanford University

�� Caroline Dennehy, Basketball

 Converse College

�� Dalton Gouveia, Football   

 University of Hawaii

�� Josh Hall, Baseball

 Charleston Southern University

�� Reece Hampton, Baseball   

 UNC-Charlotte

�� Meredith Harris, Softball   

 UNC Charlotte

�� Heath Hawkins, Baseball   

 Furman University

�� Thomas Hodges, Golf   

 Appalachian State University

� Ross Kemp, Baseball   

 Spartanburg Methodist 

 College

� Jackson Kowar, Baseball   

 University of Florida

�� Bailey Lewis, Baseball

 The Catholic Univ. of America

�� Trey Linton, Football   

 University of Hawaii

�� Jaylon McClinton, Football  

 US Military Academy 

    Preparatory School

�� Trey Phills, Basketball 

 Yale University

�� Emily Saba, Volleyball   

 Lafayette College

�� Jackson VanSickle, Football  

 Virginia Tech University

�� Aaron Walker, Golf   

 Samford University

�� Philip Walton, Football

 NC State University

2014
�� Jeb Blazevich, Football   

 University of Georgia

�� Garrett Bradbury, Football   

 NC State University

�� Jean-luc Cerza-Lanaux, 
 Football 

 UNC-Charlotte

�� James Finch, Soccer   

 Oglethorpe University

�� Morgan Franklin, Basketball  

 Catawba College

�� Kaytlyn Gill, Track & Field   

 Appalachian State Univ.

�� Bo Hines, Football 

 Yale University

�� David Hogan, Football   

 Washington & Lee University

�� David Kocher, Golf   

 University of Maryland

�� Lucy Lambert, Volleyball   

 Western Carolina University

�� Jacob Kaplan, Lacrosse   

 Berry College

�� Zach McIlroy, Baseball 

 Anderson University

�� C.J. Nash, Football 

 Guilford College

�� Nick Owens, Baseball 

 NC State University

�� Huston Pashoian, Lacrosse  

 Virginia Military Institute

�� Kyrie Pennington, Volleyball  

 Carson-Newman University

�� Matthew Reitz, Baseball   

 Anderson University

�� Joe Ruppert, Lacrosse   

 Hampden-Sydney College

�� Jonathan Trull, Football 

 UNC-Chapel Hill 

�� Jonah Wylie, Baseball 

 Anderson University
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ATHLETICS

Rebecca Harris - 2013
James Madison University

HOW DID CCS PREPARE YOU FOR COLLEGE 
AND TO PLAY TENNIS AT THE COLLEGE 
LEVEL?
CCS prepped me by teaching me to balance 

my school work and my athletics and still be 

successful at both. It gave me the foundation to 

play an individual sport that requires honesty 

on a daily basis. Regardless of how my opponent is playing, I use that 

foundation to represent Christ in my matches.

WHAT DO YOU MISS MOST ABOUT CCS?
I miss having faith-based classes and the teachers being spiritual leaders 

and role models in my life.  And I miss Susan Jones.

David Kocher - 2014
 University of Maryland

HOW DID CCS PREPARE YOU FOR COLLEGE 
AND TO PLAY YOUR SPORT AT THE COLLEGE 
LEVEL?
One thing that junior golf does not prepare 

you for is playing on a team, so playing with 

such good competition and in a team format 

[at CCS] really helped prepare me for college 

golf.  It also really helped that we had great 

players on my team; Aaron Walker and Thomas Hodges, just to name a few, 

who really helped push me to be a better competitor and teammate each 

day.  On the academic side, Charlotte Christian’s teachers really helped me 

be able to learn how to work my hardest and learn how to utilize all of my 

academic resources.  In college, you have to utilize all of your resources or 

else you won’t be successful, and I really thank my teachers for helping me 

realize that before I started at Maryland.  

WHAT DO YOU MISS MOST ABOUT CCS?
One of the things that I miss most about Charlotte Christian is the countless 

relationships that I built with my teachers and fellow classmates.  In my three 

years at Charlotte Christian, everyone was so welcoming and friendly, and 

it really felt like a home. Another thing that I miss about Charlotte Christian 

is school lunch. When you get to college, you realize how lucky you were to 

be eating such good food every day.  

2013
�� Gigi Bailey, Basketball

 Harvard University (manager)

�� Cameron Botes, Soccer

 Lipscomb University

�� Phoebe Cook, Volleyball   

 LaSalle University

�� Allen Crosby, Diving

 UNC-Wilmington

�� Sydel Curry, Volleyball

 Elon University

�� Rebecca Harris, Tennis

 James Madison University

�� Patrick Haynes, Baseball   

 Wingate University

�� Des Lawrence, Football   

 UNC-Chapel Hill

�� Eric Lynch, Football

 Tusculum College

�� Wes Medeiros, Football 

 Norwich University

�� Brett Milleman, Baseball   

 UNC-Prembroke

�� Bailey Ober, Baseball 

 College of Charleston

�� Jared Odenbeck, Soccer   

 Wake Forest University

�� Scott Ortlip, Rowing

 Dartmouth College

�� Adrian Robinson, Football   

 Colorado State University

�� Patrick Rooks, Basketball   

 Clemson University

�� Hayden Sanders, Football   

 Presbyterian College

�� Matt Simmons, Baseball   

 Gardner-Webb University             

�� Ben Weathers, Soccer  

 Gardner-Webb University

2012
�� Clay Bruce, Football 

 Lenoir Rhyne University

�� Colin Kellermeyer, Baseball  

 UNC-Pembroke

�� Erik Markwat, Baseball

 North Greenville University

� Maryah Mazyck, Basketball  

� %OXHÀHOG�&ROOHJH
�� Michael Potthast, Football   

 UNC-Charlotte

�� Ben Richter, Basketball   

 Queens University

�� Will Stillman, Baseball 

 Wofford College

�� Devland Zakar, Baseball   

 Louisburg College

2011
�� Bryce Bradley, Baseball 

 Harding University

�� Kyler Brown, Football 

 Duke University

�� Buddy Craft, Football 

 US Military Academy

�� Matthias Farley, Football   

 University of Notre Dame

�� Anthony Gill, Basketball   

 University of Virginia

�� *ULIÀQ�*XP� Baseball 

 Univ. of Alabama 

 at Birmingham

�� Cody Hand, Soccer 

 Eastern Mennonite University

�� Garrett Huneycutt, Football 

 Campbell University

�� Jay McCreary, Baseball   

 Harding University

�� Simms McElfresh, Football   

 Appalachian State University

�� Tyler Simmons, Baseball   

 Wingate University

�� Worth Smith, Basketball

 US Naval Academy

� Eddie Thompson, Baseball 

 Toccoa Falls College

�� Trent Walker, Basketball   

 Randolph-Macon College
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Coach Nathan Ennis has 

already seen great success in 

the soccer program in just three 

short years with the Knights.  

His career as a soccer coach at 

Charlotte Christian began in 2013 as the varsity girls’ 

assistant coach and the middle school boys’ head coach.  

Last year, Coach Ennis was named the varsity boys’ head 

coach and after just one season leading the varsity team, 

he was asked to take the reigns of the entire boys’ soccer 

program at CCS. 

Coach Ennis went into the fall 2015 season with the motto 

of, “Fight for excellence, for the glory of One.” Freshman 

Jesse Kuteyi could recite the motto word for word.  “He 

taught me the importance of having the team buy into the 

YLVLRQ��7KDW�XQLW\�JDYH�XV�WKH�FRQÀGHQFH�WR�ZLQ�JDPHV�µ�
The 2015 squad was made up of many talented seniors as 

well as a skilled and robust talent pool of underclassmen. 

The team made a huge leap, improving to a record of 

�������DW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKLV�VHDVRQ���7KH\�ÀQLVKHG�WKH�
conference regular season in second place, which earned 

WKHP�D�ÀUVW�URXQG�KRPH�JDPH�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�SOD\RIIV��

Coach Ennis was pleased with the chemistry of the 

team this year and believes it had a lot to do with the 

dedication and high performance that came from the 

players. “The guys put in a lot of time during the off-

season to get better technically and that showed,” said 

Coach Ennis.

Senior Luke Irwin credits much of the team’s success to 

Coach Ennis’ leadership.  “He taught me to trust my 

teammates more than rely on myself. He showed me the 

ropes when I was a captain my junior year and helped 

me settle into that role my senior year. Our winning 

record and home playoff game don’t show the extent to 

ZKLFK�KH�XQLÀHG�WKH�WHDP�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ�µ

“We want to glorify God in our actions, on and off 

WKH�ÀHOG��DQG� VWULYH� IRU�H[FHOOHQFH�� ,I�ZH� FDQ�GR� WKRVH�
two things, we will continue to see growth,” Coach Ennis 

forecasts for the overall health of the soccer program 

at CCS. This past season a junior varsity boys’ team was 

added and full rosters were reached from middle school 

to the varsity level. The high interest from student-athletes 

coupled with a young program full of up-and-coming 

talent makes for an exciting time in CCS soccer.

+HDG�RI�3URJUDP�3URÀOH�  NATHAN ENNIS

ATHLETICS

“Fight for excellence, for the glory of One.”
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NATIONAL MERIT HONORS
Congratulations to seven seniors on being recognized for 

exceptional academic promise by the National Merit Scholarship 

&RUSRUDWLRQ���(DFK�VHQLRU�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�WRS�ÀYH�SHUFHQW�RI�PRUH�
than 1.5 million students who took the Preliminary SAT/National 

Merit Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).  TAYLOR BURCH has 

EHHQ� QDPHG� D� VHPLÀQDOLVW� LQ� WKH� ��VW� DQQXDO� 1DWLRQDO� 0HULW�
Scholarship Program and has gone on to compete with more than 

16,000 students from across the country for scholarships that will 

be awarded in the spring.  The following seniors have been named National Merit Commended Students and recognized with a 

Letter of Commendation for their performance on the test:  NATALIE SCHRAMM, SARAH REDMOND, ELAINA CLONINGER, GRACE 
KETRON, NOELLE CASSIER, and BRAD KESLING. 

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN 2015 SPELLING BEE
Congratulations to eighth grader HANNAH BRANDON on 

winning the Charlotte Christian Spelling Bee for the second year 

in a row.  The contest was held Dec. 2 and included 33 students 

representing grades three through eight.  Congratulations also 

WR�ÀIWK�JUDGHU�SAMUEL CASTELAN ZKR�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�UXQQHU�XS�
in the bee.   Hannah will go on to represent Charlotte Christian 

in the Mecklenburg County Independent School Spelling Bee in 

January.

HENDRICK SCHOLARSHIPS
Seniors GRACE KETRON and ANDREW SIVERLING were named 

the 2015 recipients of the Jennifer and Kimberly Hendrick 

Memorial Scholarships during an all-school chapel held Oct. 8.  

The scholarships were established by Mrs. Cathy Hendrick in May 

of 2005 to provide full tuition to two seniors who exemplify a 

humble, Christ-like spirit, and heart of service to the Lord.  The 

scholarships are in memory of her twin daughters, Jennifer Marie 

Hendrick and Kimberly Paige Hendrick, both Charlotte Christian 

graduates of the Class of 2000.

AP SCHOLARS
Congratulations to the following Charlotte Christian students and recent graduates on earning 63 AP Scholar distinctions based on 

AP exams taken in May of 2015.  Charlotte Christian offers a total of 20 College Level Courses including both AP and Level 500 

Honors selections.

12

CAMPUS NOTABLES -
ACADEMICS

NATIONAL AP SCHOLARS
COLTER CORISH
JACK WAGNER

AP SCHOLARS WITH
DISTINCTION

KATE BENSON
JORDYN BOBO
DESTIN CASSIER
NOELLE CASSIER
COLTER CORISH

SEAN GALLAGHER
HAYDEN GIRARD
CHARISSE HAINES

BRAD KESLING
BRENNA KNIGHT

SERENA LIN
MADISON MOORE

THOMAS NATIONS
JAKE PAYNE

KELSEY PHALEN
TREY PHILLS

CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
JACK WAGNER
ALEX WATKINS

SYDNEY WEAVER
NICOLE WIGGINS

RUTH WILSON 
DERRICK WOOD

AP SCHOLARS WITH HONOR
WOOD BOONE

BAXTER BRADBURY
SHEPPARD BROWN

TAYLOR BURCH
SAM CARLTON 

STEPHEN DILLON
FAITH HANEGRAAFF

HEIDI LEDFORD
CALEECE NASH

TANNER NORRIS
SARAH REDMOND

EMILY SABA
ANDREW SIVERLING

MACK TAYLOR
JOHN TURLEY

EMMA VANDEVELDE

AP SCHOLARS
PETRA BONNA
SARAH BURT
AMY CHEN

ELAINA CLONINGER
LUKE CRAWFORD

BRITTON EDWARDS
TATIANA EGBUNA
KATIE FORBIDUSSI
BRITTANY FULLER
CATHERINE HAIR

CHANDLER KELLOGG
GRACE KETRON

JULIA LANG
TORI PARKER

RACHEL REDMOND
NATALIE SCHRAMM

MICHAEL TAN
DAVIS WALDROP
AARON WALKER

JOSH WALKER
PAYTON WALKER

ALEC YOH
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JUSTIN BRANNOCK - Baseball
Anderson University

JONATHAN DURHAM - Lacrosse
Virginia Military Institute

CHRISTI TAKAC - Softball
Charleston Southern University

BISHOP JONES - Baseball
Charleston Southern University

CHRIS STUEBER - Lacrosse
Mount St. Mary’s University 
(Maryland)

CHEERLEADING:
JORDYN BOBO

MACALL COLLINS

TAYLOR GRIGG

SUMMER MCCORKLE

LILLY TURNER

FOOTBALL:
GRANT ARMISTEAD

JACK BENNETT

ELIJAH DEVEAUX

BEN DUYCK

RYAN GILMARTIN

CONNOR MAITLAND

JACK MITCHELL

BRYDEN REED

BEAU SNUGGS

JOHN TURLEY

CHRISTIAN VANSICKLE

DAVIS WALDROP

JUSTUS WOODS

SOCCER:
LUKE IRWIN

GRANT KIKER

SAM KOROLOS

ANDREW SIVERLING

CISAA 
ALL-CONFERENCE 
ATHLETES

FOOTBALL:
ELIJAH DEVEAUX

RYAN GILMARTIN

CONNOR MAITLAND

JACK MITCHELL

JOHN TURLEY

CHRISTIAN VANSICKLE

DAVIS WALDROP

SOCCER:
GRANT KIKER

NCISAA ALL-STATE
ATHLETES

NCAA FALL NATIONAL SIGNING DAY
Five Charlotte Christian student-athletes signed national letters of intent to play at the collegiate level 
during the fall ceremony held in November.

Congratulations to the following senior athletes:

COACH JASON ESTEP NAMED PANTHERS HIGH SCHOOL COACH OF THE WEEK

Varsity Football Head Coach Jason Estep was named a Carolina Panthers High School Coach of the 
Week and recognized during the Panthers’ home game against the Atlanta Falcons on Dec. 13.  Coach 
Estep is in his ninth year at the helm of the Charlotte Christian football program and has compiled 
D�������UHFRUG�GXULQJ�KLV�FDUHHU�ZLWK� WKH�.QLJKWV��'XULQJ� WKLV� WLPH��KH�KDV� OHG� WKH�SURJUDP�WR�ÀYH�
NCISAA State Championship games, winning four, including three consecutive wins in 2012, 2013 and 
2014.  Coach Estep has coached 24 current Division 1 football players, including Matthias Farley of 
Notre Dame and Simms McElfresh of Appalachian State University, both of whom are captains for their 
UHVSHFWLYH�WHDPV��&RDFK�(VWHS·V�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�KLV�SOD\HUV�WUDQVFHQGV�KLV�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�IRRWEDOO�ÀHOG��

Jason and his wife, Leslie, are the regional directors for Coaches Time Out of the Carolinas. This 
program is designed to build into the lives of high school and middle school coaches through weekend 
conferences that teach ways to encourage and equip them to be intentional with their coaching platform.

´-DVRQ�OLYHV�RXW�KLV�OLIH�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�UHÁHFWV�WKH�YDOXHV�KH�KROGV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KLPVHOI�DQG�KLV�SOD\HUV�µ�
said John Kasay, director of athletics.  In recognition of Coach Estep’s contributions to his school and 
community, the Carolina Panthers donated $1,200 to the Charlotte Christian School athletic department.

CAMPUS NOTABLES -
ATHLETICS

SOCCER HONORS
Congratulations to the following boys’ varsity soccer players on earning regional honors from the North 
Carolina Soccer Coaches Association (NCSCA).

GRANT KIKER
1st Team - All-Region

LUKE IRWIN
2nd Team - All-Region
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CAMPUS NOTABLES -
FINE ARTS

MATTHEWS ARTFEST
Congratulations to two seniors on earning scholarships at the 30th 

Annual Matthews ArtFest held in September in downtown Matthews.  

BAXTER BRADBURY won the $750 Grand Prize for his watercolor and 

ALLISON MYERS won the $150 photography prize.  

SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendar for upcoming 

spring productions and concerts in 

the Charlotte Christian performing 

arts series.

The ACT 1 competition drama team recently competed 

at the North Carolina Theatre Conference (NCTC) 

High School Play Festival held this fall at the Children’s 

Theatre.  The team presented the show 6HOÀH, which 

they also shared with upper school students during an 

assembly in October.

The NCTC Play Festival includes eight regional festivals 

and showcases the talent of more than 3,000 students 

from more than 100 schools, in nearly 130 productions. 

At the NCTC Festival, schools from all across the state 

come together to share their talents and celebrate their 

collective achievements. 

Senior BRAD KESLING and MRS. ERIEN BOOKER were 

recognized with an Excellence in Scenic Elements Design 

Award at the competition. 

The ACT 1 team is directed by Ms. Angela Tomaselli, 

middle and upper school theatre teacher. This year’s 

team members are: LEAH CLONINGER, GRACE DUPRE’, 
KATIE FORBIDUSSI, COLIN GALLAGHER, KATHERINE 
HANEBUTT, BRAD KESLING (tech), MARY KING, WILL 
MCLAIN, and AVERY WILLIAMS. Set designs were 

created by MRS. ERIEN BOOKER. 

ACT 1 COMPETES AT NCTC REGIONAL COMPETITION

CARNEGIE HALL
Congratulations to sophomore COLIN 
GALLAGHER on being selected for 

the Honors Choir in the 2016 Honors 

Performance Series at Carnegie 

Hall.  Colin will travel to New York 

City in February for rehearsals and 

a performance at historic Carnegie 

Hall.  This is the sixth year in a row that  

Charlotte Christian has been represented 

in the honors program.

Disney’s The Lion King KIDS
Lower School Production

February 25-27

Godspell 2012
Upper School Production

April 14-16

Middle/Upper School 
Spring Concerts

2UFKHVWUD�&RQFHUW�����$SULO���
%DQG�&RQFHUW�����$SULO���
&KRLU�&RQFHUW�����$SULO���

ART STUDENTS HOST SUCCESSFUL HOLIDAY GALLERY FUNDRAISER

7KH�1DWLRQDO�$UW�+RQRU�6RFLHW\�UDLVHG�PRUH�WKDQ��������DW�WKH�ÀUVW�
ever Holiday Gallery Fundraiser held in early December.   Students 

created and sold more than 80 original paintings of scenes in Charlotte 

ZLWK�DOO�SURFHHGV�EHQHÀWLQJ�7KH�6WUHHW�&KLOG�3URMHFW� LQ�8JDQGD�DQG�
Project 658 in Charlotte.  The festive event was held prior to the 

Middle/Upper School Christmas band concert and allowed patrons to 

purchase framed artwork for holiday gifts.
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The Tuesday before Thanksgiving break the campus was 

buzzing with holiday festivity, but the theatre department sat 

in rapt and silent attention. Actor and CCS alum, Merwin Foard 

(’78), came to speak to ACT 1, ACT 2, public speaking, and 

International Thespian Society students about his role in the 

Broadway production of The Sound of Music and his long career 

on the stage. 

Mr. Foard graciously shared his time with the students just hours 

EHIRUH�KLV�UHKHDUVDO�EHJDQ�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�&KDUORWWH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
of The Sound of Music uptown at the Blumenthal Theatre. Mr. 

)RDUG·V� UROH� DV� ´0D[µ� LV� KLV� ÀUVW� UROH� DV� D�PDLQ� DFWRU�� DV� KH�
has kept a busy and steady career on Broadway playing what 

is known as “standbys” or “an insurance policy in case the 

main actor is unable to perform,” as Mr. Foard puts it. Since 

his professional acting began in 1983, Foard has covered 30 

GLIIHUHQW�DFWRUV� LQ����GLIIHUHQW�%URDGZD\�VKRZV��)URP�KLV�ÀUVW�
show, Showboat, in 1983 to the most recent 2015 production of 

Aladdin, Mr. Foard has traveled the world, sang for nine Disney 

DQLPDWHG�ÀOPV��DQG�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�GRFXPHQWDU\�FDOOHG�The 
Standbys. 

His illustrious career has humble and local beginnings. Mr. 

Foard graduated from CCS in 1978 with the superlative of 

“Most School Spirited.” At the time, CCS did not have a theatre 

department and singing and acting were not on his radar at all. 

“The only thing remotely resembling theatre that we had back 

then was in the back of the literature book there were plays and 

the teacher would assign roles and we’d just read it out loud,” 

he recalls. 

After graduating as a member of the Society of Distinguished 

American High School Students, Mr. Foard wanted to study 

broadcasting to become a radio DJ and enrolled at Central 

Piedmont Community College (CPCC).  He was registered 

to take a “Basics of Singing” course so that he would have a 

fundamental understanding of music to bolster his broadcasting 

skills. During this class, the CPCC orchestra director overheard 

him singing and asked him to audition for the production of The 
Pirates of Penzance.  Having no training or experience, Mr. Foard 

would unknowingly begin his career as a performer. At the age 

of 19, he would then enroll at the Manhattan School of Music in 

New York City and ever since, this has been his one and only job. 

Students had the rare opportunity to sit in an intimate gathering 

and ask questions of a seasoned actor. Mr. Foard was patient 

and witty as he entertained questions from middle and upper 

school performers.  Questions ranged from what was his favorite 

show to participate in (Les Miserables) to what was his least 

favorite role to play to portray (“Chef Louie” in Little Mermaid, 

“because of the huge fat suit [I] had to wear and run around 

the stage like a mad man.”) He had the kids laughing at stage 

and set mishaps and what happens when someone forgets a line 

during a live performance. Mr. Foard treated the crowd with his 

ULFK�EDULWRQH�YRLFH�WR�WZR�VRQJV�ZLWK�ÀQH�DUWV�FRRUGLQDWRU��0UV��
Kelly Goley, on the piano. They performed “Diary” and “When 

October Goes.”

“The business of show business is constantly changing, so to be 

able to maintain a career in an industry like that has been a 

wonderful thing that I feel very proud and grateful for,” shared 

Mr. Foard.  

FINE ARTS
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Merwin Foard (’78)
from “Most School Spirited” to Broadway Star
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For 15 years, Ms. Angela Tomaselli was the theatre director and 
teacher at Stivers School for the Arts in Dayton, Ohio. Then, 
slowly there became a growing sense that God was probing 
and asking her to move closer to her parents, in Rocky Mount, 
N.C. The call came with hesitation as she had grown up and 
established a successful career in Ohio, but change was in the 
air. Ms. Tomaselli spent time in prayer and fasted over the 
decision to move south. Then she stumbled across the opening for 
a theatre teacher at Charlotte Christian and the rest is history.
 
“I’ve had to reprogram myself and open my eyes,” said Ms. 
Tomaselli.  “The competitive edge here is evident in all aspects 
of the school, so I love getting students to rise to the challenge 
in theatre.”
 
Tasked with teaching ACT 1, Acting 1, Public Speaking and 
Introduction to Theatre, Ms. Tomaselli is involved with a variety 
of theatre students in the upper school.  Senior Katie Forbidussi, 
a member of the ACT 1 drama team, believes Ms. Tomaselli’s 
SUHVHQFH�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�WKH�WKHDWUH�LV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�EHQHÀW�
to the students. “I love how Ms. Tomaselli works with each one of 
us individually and focuses on our acting technique to really help 
us improve as actors,” said Katie.  “She has us focus on honesty 
and truthfulness in our acting and pushes us to the next level. 
She tries to make each one of us the best we can be, instead of 
solely focusing on an end product.”
 

Just a few months into her new position, Ms. Tomaselli is seeing 
the fruits of dedication and obedience to God’s calling on her 
life. “I have been so encouraged by my ACT 1 students. They 
took a risk with someone they did not know and they endured 
and jumped right in. They empower me in a lot of ways,” said 
Ms. Tomaselli. The ACT 1 group performed 6HOÀH in October at 
the NCTC (North Carolina Theatre Conference).
 
ACT 1 member senior Avery Williams has also seen the new 
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�0V��7RPDVHOOL�ÁRXULVK��´6KH�KDV�HQFRXUDJHG�XV�
to have ACT 1 be a positive space and to support one another 
in everything and take risks, because no one in the room is going 
to judge or make fun of us. She lets us take things in our own 
direction and doesn’t direct our every movement; we get to 
make new discoveries and follow our impulses as a character.”
 
Ms. Tomaselli hopes to expand the theatre department by adding 
more plays, in addition to musicals, to the agenda for middle 
and upper school performances in the future.  Additionally, she 
would like to grow opportunities beyond Acting 1 for upper 
school humanities options and a Technical Theatre class that 
could assist with the behind the scenes duties of putting on a 
play.
 
As far as calling Charlotte “home,” Ms. Tomaselli has already 
begun to lay new roots. “I’m loving it here. When I look back on 
the decision to take the position, I remember just feeling so at 
peace while I was here.”

FINE ARTS

Angela Tomaselli, MS/US Theatre Teacher
Laying Down New Roots

The ACT 1 competition drama team competed at the North Carolina Theatre Conference (NCTC) High School Play Festival 

held this fall at the Children’s Theatre.



CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL17

This fall during a varsity home football game, freshman 

Colby Young kicked off a Change for Change campaign to 

support pediatric cancer.  Little did he know that God would 

bless his efforts tremendously and that his idea would rally 

the support of Charlotte Christian students across all divisions.  

What began with an initial goal of raising just $50 in coins 

for pediatric cancer, grew into a big campaign to support not 

only the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation, but also Colby who 

FRQWLQXHV�KLV�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�FDQFHU��

Lower and middle school students all came to school with 

bags of change to donate during their chapels, and upper 

school students competed to see which grade could collect the 

most change during Homecoming week.  Students embraced 

#teamCOLBY and Colby’s favorite superhero, Superman, and 

the coins kept pouring in.  The Charlotte Christian volleyball 

team also got involved and collected money at a home match,

sparking support from the entire CISAA conference volleyball 

community who rallied by wearing Superman jerseys/socks in 

matches in October. 

After all the coins, bills, and checks were counted, an amazing 

total of more than $6,400 was raised, with $5,400 of it in 

coins alone.  All of the money was given to the Pediatric Brain 

Tumor Foundation in Asheville, N.C. to support pediatric cancer 

research.  

:KHQ�&ROE\�ÀUVW�KDG�WKH�LGHD�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�3HGLDWULF�%UDLQ�
Tumor Foundation, he did not know that it would later fund 

the initial Phase 1vaccine trial that he would participate in 

at the University of Florida.  Because of the promising results 

from Phase 1, the clinical trial moved into Phase 2 and is 

now supported by a government grant.  The money given 

by Charlotte Christian families will be used to fund similar 

pediatric tumor research in areas that show promise for a cure.

“Thank you so much for helping Colby reach this goal,” said 

Mrs. Young.  “Once again, God was able to do abundantly 

and exceedingly more than he (Colby) expected thanks to the 

generosity of our CCS family and your willingness to make it 

happen.”

“I really appreciate all the support that Charlotte Christian has 

JLYHQ�PH�DV�,�ÀJKW�FDQFHU�µ�VKDUHG�&ROE\���´&KDQJH�IRU�&KDQJH�
was successful because so many people cared.  It means a lot 

WR�PH�DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�PH�WR�QRW�JLYH�XS�WKH�ÀJKW�µ

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN RALLIES TO SUPPORT ONE OF THEIR OWN

SPIRITUAL LIFE 
& SERVICE
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Senior Jonathan “Jono” Durham  

spearheaded a service project at 

Charlotte Christian that raised much 

needed money for children in Uganda, 

Africa while providing a very valuable 

service for middle and upper school 

students.  Jono’s idea was to install 

locker shelves into student’s lockers for 

a small fee and to donate 100% of 

the money to The Street Child Project, 

an American/Ugandan partnership 

committed to the complete restoration 

of children living on the streets of 

Uganda.  Although the original goal 

was to raise $1,000, the project took 

on a life of its own, and the Locker Shelf 

Project installed shelves in 200 lockers 

and raised more than $2,600 for The 

Street Child Project.  

 

Acting very much as 

an entrepreneur, Jono 

presented his idea 

to administration for 

approval, determined 

how to install shelves in 

lockers of various sizes, 

sourced the necessary 

materials, advertised the service, and 

coordinated fellow student volunteers to 

install the shelves.  Charlotte Christian’s 

VanSickle family and their business, 

Closets By Design, donated all of the 

materials for the project and it quickly 

became a success. 

“God’s hand was in the project from 

the beginning,” shared Jono.  “It was 

a blessing to be able to be a part of 

something bigger than myself.  There 

were many people, including classmates 

and the VanSickle family, that made it 

possible to raise more money and help 

even more children in Africa than we 

ever expected.”

Students that helped with the installation 

included Jackson VanSickle, Beau 

Snuggs, Ricky Kofoed, Chris Lohoff-

Gaida, Willi Lohoff-Gaida, John Boone, 

Caroline Chambers, and Luke Gentlesk.

Locker Shelf Project BENEFITS THE 
STREET CHILD PROJECT 

SPIRITUAL LIFE 
& SERVICE

Charlotte Christian School National Art 
Honor Society students recently donated 
their time and talents to create a hand-
painted mural on the wall of a local 
restaurant in exchange for a donation to 
The Street Child Project in Jinja, Uganda.  
Eight upper school students in the art 
honor society worked at Carolinas Dish, 
a nearby restaurant, to create a mural 
that shared the story of the owner’s roots 
in Kinston, N.C. and paid tribute to his 
mother’s southern cooking.  The students 
devoted two Saturdays and 15 hours 
of work to the completion of the mural, 
gaining valuable artistic experience, 
service hours, and a $500 contribution 
from the owner.

Senior Elaina Cloninger worked on the 
mural and said that Mr. Rob Williams, 
the restaurant’s owner, picked out the 
pieces of art to use on the wall and that 
he chose images to share his mother’s 
story like her hometown, her church, some 
of her home-cooked food, and a large 

painting of her. 

7KH�WHDP�ZDV�D� OLWWOH�KHVLWDQW�DW�ÀUVW�DW�
being able to complete the large scope 
of the work, but their teacher, Mrs. Eva 
Crawford, assured them they would do 
great, and she was right.  

“Each person offered their own talents 
to the mural which really added to the 
uniqueness and quality of the piece,” 

shared Elaina.  “The store had a 
completely different feeling after the 
mural was painted; it was bright, inviting, 
and felt like home with all the personal 
touches.”

Elaina said that the team members knew 
WKDW� 0U�� :LOOLDPV� ORYHG� WKH� ÀQLVKHG�
product when they saw how proud he was 
to show it to each customer that walked 
in the door, and to the most important 
person – his mother. 

Members of the group that participated 
in the creation of the mural included 
Cary Benson, Ava Bruns, Elaina Cloninger, 
Regan Jackson, Chloe Lee, Lauren 
Spangler, Phoebe Son, and Ruth Wilson.

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS
PAINT MURAL FOR LOCAL BUSINESS
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Young people today are bombarded with a daily onslaught of 

messages and ideas that come from every conceivable source.  

Social media, internet, music, television, movies, advertising, and 

online news sources in addition to parents, teachers, friends, 

schools and churches all impact the thoughts of our students.  It 

has been estimated that teens send and receive as many as 

4,000 texts per month, spend 20% of their awake time in front 

of a screen, and see more than 5,000 ads and messages per 

day.  They are constantly exposed to ideas and opinions in 

culture that include everything from terrorism to racism.  How do 

young people process this overwhelming amount of sometimes 

unsettling information?  How do they decide what is right or if 

there is a “right”? And how do they determine what their stand 

will be on current events and issues?  

The answer is a Christian perspective.  The answer is teachers 

who care enough about these students to invest in their lives and 

walk with them to show them how God’s word is relevant and 

applicable, even today.  The answer is having a conversation.  

In both middle and upper school, students are taught how to 

learn about current and relevant events and understand the 

response of the four main areas or buckets in their lives: Bible/

their School, Church, Culture, and Home.

Middle School Bible Teachers Luke Boythe and Sam Brady 

shared that it all begins with a conversation.  “Whatever the 

topic, we want to be as open-handed as possible,” said Mr. 

Boythe.  “We talk about all of the different issues out there, 

and then we see how they line up with each of these ‘buckets,’ 

ultimately directing the conversation to what God’s word is 

VSHFLÀFDOO\�VD\LQJ�DERXW�WKH�WRSLF�µ�

Guiding students through this process forces them to evaluate 

what God and CCS say about a topic and how it compares and 

contrasts with what they may have heard in the media, what 

their church has taught them, or how their parents may view the 

issue.  Showing students the importance of approaching others 

with love and building relationships is key to helping them think 

about issues with a Christian perspective. The whole idea is to 

help students see and understand the differences, learn how to 

disagree well on a topic, and prepare them to think about the 

world and make their own informed decisions.  

“I like to use the illustration of a ‘plumb line’ like those used 

in construction to make sure a house is straight and aligned,” 

shared Mr. Brady.  “We draw two lines on the board; one is 

God’s ‘plumb line’ and the other is culture.  As we discuss issues, 

we can see how culture may view a particular topic.  Sometimes 

culture agrees with the Bible on a topic and then sometimes it 

veers away.”

This semester, Head of School Barry Giller is teaching a Christian 

Ethics and Current Events class in the upper school.   He begins 

each class period with time for his students to read from various 

news sites like USA Today, The New York Times, or The Christian 
Post.  He then follows up with discussions on what they have 

read including front page ‘hot’ issues like racism, marriage, and 

elections.  “My goal is to have students reading the news each 

day, something they are not usually doing.  Part of being a 

college prep school is preparing students for a diverse world 

that is changing rapidly,” he shared. “Our students need to be 

aware of major events, trends, and issues.”

Mr. Giller is helping students to explore what a worldview is, 

recognizing that everyone’s view is different based on beliefs, 

background and experiences.  “This generation of kids has been 

raised in a politically correct world, thus they are often reticent 

to take a stand for fear of offending someone,” he said.  “They 

struggle with how to balance their faith and their beliefs against 

not offending others.”

“Mr. Giller’s class has equipped me with a deeper understanding 

of both my view and the opposing position,” said senior Natalie 

Schramm.   “I now feel prepared to explain why I believe what 

I believe when I head off to college next year.”

COMMUNITY

Front Pages and Headlines 
Teaching Students about Current Events with a Christian Perspective

Bible/
Our School Church Culture Home
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The middle school introduced a new initiative of student 

involvement this year.  The Middle School Senate is structured 

similarly to the upper school Student Government Association 

(SGA) and gives students a voice for their concerns and desires 

to serve the students in the middle school. The 14 delegates 

represent all of the advisories in the seventh and eighth grades 

and are led by Middle School Assistant Principal Karl Simon.

“I told the students from day one that this would be their class. I 

would help facilitate things but the ideas and projects would be

driven by them,” explained Mr. Simon.  “We have a great mix 

of doers, thinkers, planners, leaders and coalition builders. And 

yes, I have some part in teaching, but for this to run well and for 

a long time, the kids need to be the fuel that makes it go.”

The group drafted a mission statement:  “The student senate 

strives to inspire the middle school community and to serve 

through Christ-driven leadership.” After organizing themselves 

and establishing their footing, the group got right to work. They 

FUHDWHG� WKH� ÀUVW�+DUYHVW� )HVWLYDO�ZKLFK� WRRN�SODFH� LQ�2FWREHU��
surveyed and compiled ideas for the winter week spirit days in 

conjunction with the upper school SGA; and investigated the most 

pressing concerns and desired improvements of middle school 

students. The most recent request was brought to fruition with the 

purchase of several rocking chairs behind the middle school. 

Seventh grade student Kennedy Young has enjoyed learning 

about what it takes to be a leader and plans to continue 

participating in the senate next year as well. “We discuss all the 

ideas and issues that our classmates bring to us. I think in the end, 

we will be able to make this a better environment for everyone.”

Middle School Senate

For the second year in a row, Charlotte Christian School 

partnered with Together We Feed (TWF) to provide for 

children in our local community. TWF partnered with Compass 

Group, Vistar Foods, US Foods, and Servants With A Heart for 

the food and hygiene items. The backpacks were delivered 

today to Title 1 schools in Charlotte. The remaining items 

were sent to 2xSALT Ministry for their after-school program. 

Students, parents and faculty teamed together to pack food, 

toys and notes in backpacks. This year, the following items 

were collected:

December 7 - 11, 2015

Books donated: OVER 2,000�����7R\V�GRQDWHG��OVER 1,400�����%DFNSDFNV�ÀOOHG��OVER 1,300
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Middle School:
JAMIE ARNOLD teaches seventh 

grade social studies which focuses 

on world geography. She received 

her degree from Wingate University 

and is currently in the graduate 

program at Liberty University. She 

is in her 10th year at Charlotte 

Christian.

Why is history the best subject to teach?  
The year I became a Christian, history took on a whole new 

meaning for me.   I began to develop a passion for studying 

cultures, time periods, etc. , through a new lens as I began to 

make sense of my newfound faith.  I love studying the world 

alongside seventh graders because it’s a reminder of how 

the Lord has used this study in my story.  I enjoy seeing the 

expressions on students’ faces when they’re genuinely interested 

and intrigued about something new.  

What do you like most about working at CCS? 
There is a deep sense of community at CCS.  I love my co-

workers, our students, the moms that make us snacks on Fridays, 

Barry Bucks, and lunch in the dining hall.  I enjoy seeing the high 

school student sauntering across the dining hall with muscles 

and a full-grown beard that was 5’0 and 85 lbs soaking wet 

in the seventh grade.  I’m grateful for how I go home each 

DIWHUQRRQ�IXOÀOOHG��

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future? 
The importance of working together to problem solve, to grow 

deeper in understanding of the needs of various cultures around 

the world, and above all to be equipped to impact the culture 

for Christ through our understanding of the world around us.  

Several years ago, the Lord placed a longing in my heart to 

challenge students to think deeper about the world around 

them.   My prayer is that one day, maybe even years down the 

road, these students stand up for what’s right, provoke change, 

and help others in the name of Christ.

JOHN CROWLEY teaches eighth 

grade social studies, which focuses 

on U.S. history, and is in his second 

year at Charlotte Christian. He has  

bachelor’s degrees from Pensacola 

Christian College and UNCC. Mr. 

Crowley and his wife, Kylie, have 

been married for almost six years 

and have two daughters, Adley and 

Reese.

Why is history the best subject to teach?
I love teaching history because of the conversations we are 

able to develop in class. We are able to discuss people, their 

actions, their motives, and their hearts. I enjoy being able show 

them that they can impact the future and more importantly the 

Kingdom.

What do you like most about working at CCS?
I can’t pick one so I will pick two. I love the students and the 

relationships I am able to build with them, and the Godly 

people I get to work with!

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
Through current events and class discussions, I try to show 

students the Gospel working through their lives can change the 

world.

BRANDON HENDERSON teaches 

sixth grade Social Studies and 

received his bachelor’s degree in 

social studies and master’s degree 

in teaching in secondary education 

from Wheaton College.   He is 

married to Christy and has taught 

DW�&KDUORWWH�&KULVWLDQ�IRU�ÀYH�\HDUV�

Why is history the best subject to teach?  
History is the best subject to teach because of the easy access 

LW�SURYLGHV�WR�VLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�DXWKHQWLF�LVVXHV��3XW�VLPSO\��KLVWRU\�
is about life. 

What do you like most about working at CCS?
Teachers can perform at their best when they have the support 

of the administration, regular encouragement from their peers, 

and are immersed in a community that takes the pursuit of 

Christ seriously. Charlotte Christian has all of those in spades. 

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
Communication is a crucial skill that we work to develop in 

my class. Whether organizing and writing their thoughts in a 

research paper, formulating their arguments in a debate, or 

responding to the quote of the week, students must learn the 

art of clear, concise communication.

THE HISTORY
DEPARTMENT

GETTING TO KNOW THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT
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COMMUNITY

We continue our series on getting to know the different academic 
departments around campus. This issue we feature the middle and upper 
school history department and what makes its faculty members tick. 
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Upper School:
MIKE BROOKS teaches Civil War 

history to upper school students 

along with serving as Charlotte 

Christian’s director of technology. 

Mr. Brooks has a bachelor’s degree 

from the University of Virginia at 

Wise and has been at CCS for 

26 years. He and his wife, Joyce, 

who serves as the lower school 

administrative assistant, have a son, 

and two granddaughters.

Why is history the best subject to teach? 
I have a lifelong interest in history in general and a passion for 

this time period in particular.  Both my paternal and maternal 

IDPLOLHV�ZHUH� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� �&LYLO�:DU�� FRQÁLFW�ZLWK� IDPLO\�
members in both armies.

What do you like most about working at CCS?  
Being able to share the truth of Scripture at any time and in 

any venue.

BETH EBERT 

Between substituting, teaching in 

the lower school, and now teaching 

Ancient Civilizations to freshmen, 

Mrs. Ebert has been at Charlotte 

Christian for eight years. She has 

a bachelor’s degree from UNC-

Chapel Hill. Beth and her husband, 

Holger, have twin sons that 

graduated from Charlotte Christian 

and are now seniors at UNC-Chapel Hill. 

Why is history the best subject to teach?
Being able to teach students history through a Christian 

worldview is absolutely awesome! Taking my students through 

the historical past, while observing, connecting and learning 

how God shaped this world is fascinating. History intertwines 

with every single subject. Working with students to make these 

connections is not only amazing, but a work that only our God 

could do. 

What do you like most about working at CCS?
I love being able to build relationships with students in a Christ-

centered environment and curriculum!

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
The word history means “inquiry.” From a historical perspective, 

teaching Ancient Civilization is like LEGO blocks – putting the 

“blocks” together from the past, learning why events have 

occurred, and how God has worked His plan through every 

single step. Once the students link all these “blocks” together, 

a product can be seen. However, just like working with LEGOS, 

by continuously learning from what has been built in the past, 

students can see the value of God’s work and use this on their 

personal journey for future success.

COMMUNITY

DONN HEADLEY teaches U.S. 

history in his eighth year at Charlotte 

Christian. He received three history 

degrees, his undergraduate 

at California State University, 

Fullerton; his master’s at University 

of California, Riverside and his 

doctorate from the University of 

California. Dr. Headley has been 

married for 30 years to Cassandra, and they have three 

children, and one granddaughter.

Why is history the best subject to teach?
Learning history is observing life, so our students grow and 

mature by embracing life skills: the triumph and folly of 

the human condition; there is a God and we aren’t him; the 

permanent and eternal things; that life is beautiful.

What do you like most about working at CCS?
I get to talk into the midst of the church, the Godly community 

we have here, every day.  Then I get to speak our Heavenly 

Father into the lives of the precious young women and men He 

has placed into my care.

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
History assists students in contextualizing their lives. History, like 

human nature, is complex, so they learn to ask vital questions, 

NQRZLQJ�WKH�DQVZHUV�PLJKW�EH�KDUG�WR�ÀQG�

STEVE HOFF teaches U.S. 

government and politics and serves 

as the upper school’s social studies 

department chair. He received his 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees 

in education from State University 

of New York at Cortland and has 

taught at Charlotte Christian for 10 

years.  

Why is history the best subject to teach?  
U.S. government and politics is the best course to teach because 

it provides for the students an understanding on the inner-

workings of government, and the importance this has on both 

our quality of life and the future course of this nation. It helps the 

students truly understand the news of the day, and realize that 

the decisions/policy decisions of government have relevance 

– both in the lives of the American people and in their own. 

It helps them to understand government and its function from 

a Christian worldview, and makes all the more important an 

understanding of how and why government institutions operate 

as they do.

What do you like most about working at CCS? 
I like the professional environment – from the top down. We are 

blessed with an incredible administration and faculty, and it’s a 

joy to be working alongside such individuals.
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a. Met his wife on a freight elevator at the 

 department store where they both worked.

b. Crazy about dogs.

c. Until an internship was completed the senior 

 year of college, this teacher was convinced that 

 they wanted to be a park ranger. 

G�� +LV�ZLIH�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�JLUO�WKDW�KH�WDONHG�WR�
e. Loves Bluegrass music.

f. Loves military history, the works of Tolkien and 

 timeless children’s literature.

g. Born in England. Only lived there for three weeks, 

 so the accent has worn off by now. 

h. Was 15-time state champion in swimming/4-time 

 All-American in swimming.

i. Great-great grandmother owned a castle in 

 Luxembourg. 

Guess that teacher?
1. Mike Brooks

2. Beth Ebert

3. Donn Headley

4. Steve Hoff

5. Sue Nielsen

6. Stephanie Randa

7. Jamie Arnold

8. John Crowley

9. Brandon Henderson

1
. E   2

. B
   3

. A
   4

. H
   5

. F   6
. I   7

. C
   8

. D
   9

. G

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
My class prepares students to function in the real world, by 

both understanding the political, economic and social events of 

the day, but also in realizing how much of an impact they can 

have in affecting great change.

SUE NIELSEN teaches A.P. European 

History and has taught at Charlotte 

Christian for nine years. She has 

her bachelor’s degree in history 

from University of California, Santa 

Barbara and a postgraduate 

WHDFKLQJ� FHUWLÀFDWH� IURP� 3LPD�
College.  She and her husband, 

Allen, who serves as the upper 

school principal, have four adult 

children and 17 grandkids, all under age 10.

Why is history the best subject to teach?
History explains so much about our country and world and 

connects the dots for students, why we are as we are.  Ideas 

have consequences and we get to study both. I love the quote 

by Cicero, “Not to know what happened before we were born 

is to remain perpetually a child.” 

What do you like most about working at CCS?
I get to teach the most wonderful students as well as work with 

amazing colleagues.  What could be better?  

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
Our mission is to equip students to make a difference in their 

world.  How do they do that if they don’t really understand 

that world?

STEPHANIE RANDA teaches 

western civilization and psychology 

and has been at Charlotte Christian 

for three years. She received her 

bachelor’s degrees in history and 

political science from UNC-Chapel 

Hill and her masters in teaching 

secondary social studies education, 

also from UNC-Chapel Hill. She and 

her husband, Scott, have been married for three years and are 

H[SHFWLQJ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�FKLOG�LQ�0D\��

Why is history the best subject to teach?
On a personal level, teaching history is like re-living a story 

everyday! Jesus knew the power of stories as so many of the 

spiritual principles he taught were contained in parables. As 

human beings, we crave and are mesmerized by stories. From a 

more academic perspective, studying the discipline of history is 

reaching a level of unprecedented importance. As our society 

becomes more multicultural and our economy more globalized, 

it is increasingly important to be cognizant of one another’s 

culture and history in order to properly interpret current events, 

be aware of others’ perspectives, and plan for the future.

What do you like most about working at CCS?
CCS is such a special community to me as the students and 

faculty alike almost see one another as a second family. 

Working alongside colleagues who are committed to the 

mission of the school has also encouraged me in my own faith. I 

am so grateful for the opportunity to work here everyday and 

to be encouraged by the walks of faculty, staff, and students.

How does your class(es) prepare students for the future?
I believe a thorough study of history is the best preparation we 

can give our students for future success. One of the challenges 

we face as educators is “how do we prepare our kids for 

jobs that don’t exist yet?” (In fact, a large number of tech 

executives that have pioneered the digital age were actually 

humanities majors!) The answer lies within teaching important 

skills – written and oral communication, argumentation, critical 

thinking, synthesis, and analysis. All of these skills are critical 

components of a history course, which are then transferable to 

any major, and any profession.
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CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN ENDOWMENT
Did you know that Charlotte Christian School has an endowment? The Charlotte 

&KULVWLDQ�(QGRZPHQW�H[LVWV�WR�KHOS�VXVWDLQ�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�KHDOWK�RI�RXU�VFKRRO��DVVLVWLQJ�
with areas such as tuition assistance and faculty development. Gifts to the Charlotte 

Christian Endowment are invested so that the earnings are utilized. Therefore, the 

gifts exist in perpetuity and have a lasting impact.

How do donors support an endowment?  Donors typically give to endowments through 

a variety of ways which include outright donations, stock or securities transfers or 

through planned giving.  If you are interested in providing permanent support to 

Charlotte Christian School by giving to the endowment or establishing a named 

HQGRZPHQW��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�0U��.HQ�*ULIÀQ�LQ�WKH�'HYHORSPHQW�2IÀFH�DW�
NHQ�JULIÀQ#FKDUFKULVW�FRP�

DEVELOPMENT

At the start of the new school year, Charlotte Christian hosted a 

ULEERQ�FXWWLQJ�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\�IRU�WKH�%U\WH�/LWWOH�(ÀUG�
0HGLD�&HQWHU��D�QHZ� IDFLOLW\�GHVLJQHG� VSHFLÀFDOO\� IRU�PLGGOH�
and upper school students.

The new media center is named in memory of the mother of 

0U��7HUU\�(ÀUG��&KDUORWWH�&KULVWLDQ·V�FKLHI�ÀQDQFLDO�RIÀFHU���7KH�
%RDUG� RI� 7UXVWHHV� FKRVH� WR� QDPH� WKH� FHQWHU� DIWHU� 0U�� (ÀUG·V�
PRWKHU� LQ� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� KLV� ��� \HDUV� RI� GHGLFDWHG� ÀQDQFLDO�
OHDGHUVKLS�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO���0UV��%U\WH�/LWWOH�(ÀUG�ZDV�D�FDUHHU�
educator, having taught business classes in the North Carolina 

public school system for more than 30 years.  

The refurbished 6,100 square foot media center is on the main 

ÁRRU� RI� WKH� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� %XLOGLQJ� DQG� IHDWXUHV� H[WHQVLYH�
WHFKQRORJ\� DQG� FROODERUDWLRQ� ]RQHV� VSHFLÀFDOO\� GHVLJQHG� WR�
support study and research activities for students.  The renovation 

was made possible by multiple donors from Charlotte Christian’s 

friends and family. 

´2XU�JRDO�ZDV�WR�KDYH�D�VSDFH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�PLGGOH�DQG�XSSHU�
school students that was vibrant, inviting, and convenient for 

them,” shared Head of School Barry Giller.  “This space is all of 

those things – it is bright and open, similar to a college library or 

favorite coffee shop, and equipped with advanced technology 

to help students study individually or in group settings.”

Features of the new space include: touch screen television 

featuring school and current events; digital hearth television with 

large couch for classes or group collaboration; smaller booths 

with televisions that can be connected to student MacBooks; 

SMART Technology interactive projector; private meeting 

space equipped with televisions for MacBook connections; six 

new iMac workstations; special paint and glass treatments that 

allow groups to use markers to write on walls and windows like 

a dry-erase board; multiple work spaces for students to study, 

read, and complete homework; and movable furniture including 

“buoys”- small stools that lean and swivel.  

BRYTE LITTLE EFIRD MEDIA CENTER OPENS FOR MIDDLE & UPPER STUDENTS
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DEVELOPMENT

Join Charlotte Christian Grandparent Mrs. Linda Hendrick as she shares at the second annual Charlotte Christian Ladies’ Luncheon.  Mrs. 

Hendrick will speak about her life experiences and her journey of faith through moments of tragedy and 

blessing.  Linda and her husband, Rick, have been married 43 years and are grandparents to three Charlotte 

Christian students.

Please visit www.charlottechristian.com/annualevents to register online or contact Mrs. Sara Blakeney at 

sara.blakeney@charchrist.com or 704-366-5657, ext. 6400.  A special thank you to Charlotte Dentistry for 

VSRQVRULQJ�WKH�OXQFKHRQ�DJDLQ�WKLV�\HDU���3URFHHGV�IURP�WKH�HYHQW�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�WKH�VFKRRO·V�$QQXDO�)XQG���

Ladies’ Luncheon
                   with

Linda Hendrick
Thursday, January 21, 2016

Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Crown Room, Calvary Church
$35 per person, includes lunch

For more information on participating or sponsoring either event, please contact 
Mrs. Sara Blakeney, director of annual giving, at sara.blakeney@charchrist.com. 

7KLV�VSULQJ�&KDUORWWH�&KULVWLDQ�ZLOO�KRVW�WKH�VHFRQG�DQQXDO�6SRUWLQJ�&OD\V�7RXUQDPHQW�WR�EHQHÀW�WKH�$QQXDO�)XQG���'XULQJ�WKH�
sporting clay shoot, teams of four will compete as they cycle through 15 different shooting stations.  In addition to the stations, 

participants will have the opportunity to bid on items through a silent auction.  Sponsorship opportunities are available as 

well.  The tournament will take place at Meadow Wood, a private hunting and clay shooting club located in Lancaster, S.C.  

Registration for the Sporting Clays Tournament will open in late January 2016.  

Sporting Clays
Tournament

charlotte christian school

‘16
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Thank you to the 341 families who 

JHQHURXVO\�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�ÀYH�ZHHN�
Annual Fund campaign this year.  

More than $488,000 in gifts and pledges 

have been raised as of December 2015. 

More than 100 alumni returned to campus to reconnect with old 

friends and former teachers at the annual Charlotte Christian 

Homecoming Alumni Tailgate on Oct. 16.  The varsity Knights 

capped off the evening with a 15-12 win over conference rival 

Charlotte Country Day. 

Please visit

www.charlottechristian.com/annualfund
for a list of families who have given for the 

2015-16 school year.

The third Charlotte Christian Ladies’ Tennis Tournament 

was held Nov. 6 at Providence Country Club.  Although 

the weather shortened their time on the court, more than 

60 ladies enjoyed lunch together along with a silent 

DXFWLRQ�WKDW�EHQHÀWHG�WKH�$QQXDO�)XQG���

Ladies’ Tennis Tournament

HOMECOMING 2015
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Send your alumni news to:  
alumni@charchrist.com

WOOD BOONE has enjoyed 

playing wing for UNC Chapel 

Hill’s club Rugby team this past 

fall and will play again in the spring. 

WESLEY MEDEIROS, junior 

kicker and punter for Norwich 

University, was named the 

Eastern Collegiate Football Conference 

(ECFC) Special Teams Player of the Year 

and Second-Team All-Conference.  Wes, 

who was named ECFC Second Team for 

the third straight year, led the conference 

ZLWK� D� GR]HQ� ÀHOG� JRDOV�� UDQNHG� WKLUG�
DPRQJ� NLFNHUV� ZLWK� ��� SRLQWV� DQG� ÀIWK�
with 23 successful point-after tries. In 

addition to his scoring role, Wes also 

handled punting duties for the Cadets, 

ranking second in punts inside the 20-

yard line (12) and fair catches (15) while 

averaging 33.8 yards per punt.

CARRIE FRANCES DANIEL 

became engaged to Logan 

Silver in August 2015. She 

graduated from North Greenville 

University in December 2015 with a BS 

in Psychology. Carrie Frances and Logan 

are planning a wedding in 2016.   

MONICA GALLETTO is an illustrator 

for a recently published children’s book, 

My ABCs of Character Traits by Renee 

Weichinger and it is available for sale 

through BookLogix. She also presented 

research at the State of North Carolina 

Research and Creativity Symposium, held 

at High Point University and completed 

two months of independent research in 

Florence, Italy interviewing local artists. 

Interviews are compiled into a Wordpress 

blog, print magazine, and YouTube video 

series. 

WILLIAM PADEN will graduate in May 

2016 from TCU with a BS in business 

information systems. He has accepted a 

job with Deloitte in Dallas to start in July 

2017.

ALEX PAYNE helped found the Delta 

Kappa Epsilon fraternity at the University 

of South Carolina where he serves as 

fraternity treasurer, and serves on the 

constitution and philanthropy committees.  

DKE was recently re-activated at USC 

IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�VLQFH��������/DVW�VSULQJ��
he worked as an accounting intern with 

special focus on material handling 

equipment at UTi Integrated Logistics, 

and interned this past summer at Citco 

Financial Services as a hedge fund 

accountant. This winter, Alex will intern 

at Clifton Larson Allen.  Alex is a senior 

at the University of South Carolina in the 

Darla Moore School of Business majoring 

in accounting.

ABBY SEELIG & MATTHEW CARPENTER, 
both from the class of 2012, became 

engaged in August 2015. They met 

at CCS and dated all through high 

school. Abby currently attends Clemson 

University and Matt is at the University 

of South Carolina. Their wedding will be 

in May 2016 after they both graduate.

KYLER BROWN� LV� ÀQLVKLQJ� KLV�
two degrees at Duke University 

this 2015 fall in computer 

VFLHQFH� DQG� YLVXDO� DUWV�� 7KLV� LV� KLV� ÀQDO�
season playing football because he has 

accepted a job at Durham-based SMT, a 

sports media technology company. 

AUSTYN DURDEN graduated in 

December 2015 from East Carolina 

University’s College of Human Health and 

Performance with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Recreational Therapy. Austyn 

was a member of the Golden Key Honors 

Society and President of the Recreational 

Therapy Society for two terms. She was 

also a member of the Zeta Tau Alpha 

fraternity where she served as the risk 

manager and director of activities. 

Austyn resides in Greenville, N.C. and 

works for the Autism Society. She plans to 

pursue her bachelor of science degree in 

nursing next fall. 

BECCA GARRETT graduated in May 

2015 from the College of Charleston with 

a BS in early childhood education.  She 

LV�D�FHUWLÀHG�HGXFDWRU�LQ�6RXWK�&DUROLQD�
and pursuing a master’s degree in speech 

language pathology at Armstrong State 

University in Savannah, Ga.

15
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Austyn Durden ‘11Kyler Brown ‘11Abby Seelig &
Matthew Carpenter ‘12
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MAGGIE WALKER is continuing her 

graduate education at Covenant College 

and will receive a M.A. in Teaching this 

upcoming May.  She also has successfully 

started Maggie Walker Weddings, an 

artisan wedding consulting company, in 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 

BRIAN BARTLETT and Mary 

Beth England were married 

on Oct. 18, 2014 in Huntsville, 

Ala. Brian graduated with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in mechanical 

engineering from the University of 

Alabama on May 2, 2015. Brian is 

employed by Altec Industries and Mary 

Beth works as a nurse practitioner in the 

bone marrow unit at the University of 

Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) hospital. 

The couple will reside in Birmingham, Ala.

KELBY BROWN has been a student-

assistant coach with the Duke football 

team for the 2015 season after tearing 

his ACL this past July.  Kelby graduated 

in December 2015 with a M.A. in 

Christian Studies from Duke Divinity.  

He was named to the All-State Good 

Works team, which honors 11 Football 

Bowl Subdivision student-athletes for 

excellence in community service.

DAVID WEAVER graduated from 

NC State University in December 

2014 and accepted a job with High 

Adventure Company, one of the leading 

international guide service/lodge 

management companies in the hunting 

DQG� ÀVKLQJ� LQGXVWU\�� � +H� KDV� VSHQW� WKH�
last two months at their Port Eads Marina 

Louisiana Fishing Lodge.  He traveled to 

Nebraska in late November to guide at 

the award-winning North Platte Outpost 

in Nebraska, a hunting lodge with world-

class water fowl and deer hunting.

MARGARET ELMORE 

is living in Brooklyn with 

MAGGIE HOOD (‘09).  She is 

working as a digital project manager at 

West Elm.  Margaret and Maggie were 

both bridesmaids, along with a few other 

2009 grads in Kiersten Wiles’ wedding 

in August 2015.

PATRICK GOLEY & ASHLEY JOB,
both class of 2009 are engaged to be 

married in September 2016.  They both 

graduated from Belmont University and 

have remained in Nashville where Ashley 

works for Creative Artists Agency and 

Patrick is an app developer for Lunar 

Lincoln.

CHRISTY STEPHENS BOYD 
and her husband, Wes, 

FHOHEUDWHG� ÀYH� \HDUV� RI�
marriage in September 2015.  Their 

oldest daughter, Ava, turned 2 1/2 years 

old in October and their newest addition 

to the family, Teagyn, was born Aug. 27.

ALEX COWELL graduated with a 

master’s degree in accounting from 

Wingate University and now works for 

Fidelity National Financial as a corporate 

accountant.

ROB WANSKER married Andrea 

Fogleman, originally from Mechanicsville, 

Va., on May 16, 2015. They met while at 

NC State and are living in New Bern, N.C. 

PRESTON GORDON is 

continuing his studies at 

Regent College in Vancouver, 

BC, pursuing a Masters of Divinity 

degree. He is also working with his local 

church, St. Peter’s Fireside. Preston and 

his wife, Deana, are also expecting their 

ÀUVW�EDE\�LQ�0D\������

AUSTIN NEAL and wife, 

Kristen, are expecting a baby 

boy due early December.  

They currently reside in Columbia, S.C.

Becca Garrett ‘11

David Weaver ‘10Kelby Brown ‘10

Margaret Elmore, Maggie Hood  & other ‘09 gradsMaggie Walker ‘11
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KIMBERLEY REYNOLDS 
GAROVE and her husband, 

Michael, welcomed their 

second child, Jonathan Michael, into their 

family on April 23, 2015. He is full of 

smiles and brings delight to all who meet 

him. Their oldest daughter, Joy, is 4 1/2 

and is every bit as joyful as her name 

suggests. Kimberley and Michael are 

celebrating 11 years of marriage and 

are full of thanksgiving for all of their 

blessings from God!

LINDSAY GREENWOOD is 

engaged to be married to 

Gary Barrier II in Raleigh, 

N.C. on Oct. 15, 2016. 

TOBY BICKNELL will be 

joining the University of 

Kentucky baseball staff 

where he will be serving as the recruiting 

coordinator.  Toby most recently was an 

assistant at Air Force.   
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KRISTY APPLE married Ryan 

Miller on Nov. 15, 2014 in 

Waynesville, N.C.  Kristy 

UHWXUQHG�WR�&KDUORWWH�LQ������DIWHU�ÀYH�
years in Aspen, Colo.  Not long after, she 

met Ryan, a Wyoming native, thanks to 

a CCS family Hayley and Doug Perry.  

5\DQ� LV� LQ� ÀQDQFH� DW� 7,$$�&5()� DQG�
Kristy works in franchise operations at 

AdvantaClean Systems in Huntersville.  

The couple resides in North Charlotte.

DANIEL BRYANT and his wife, Ashley, 

were married in June of 2014 and are 

living in Matthews.  Ashley works with a 

UHDO�HVWDWH�ÀUP�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�'DQLHO�LV�
in the process of obtaining his General 

Contractor’s license, doing custom work 

both with his father’s company and on 

his own.  Earlier this year, he released 

KLV�ÀUVW�DOEXP��In the Dogwoods by Bear 

Carver, available on iTunes or CD Baby.

ASHLEY EDWARDS married John Hanson 

on May 30, 2015 at Daniel Stowe 

Botanical Gardens. The Hanson’s reside 

in Chapel Hill, N.C.  Ashley’s maid of 

honor was her sister, Caroline, class of 

2010. Caroline lives and works in Boston. 

JENNIFER MCCABE is working as a 

dentist in South Charlotte at the Fountains 

Family Dentistry. 

DANIEL MONTGOMERY is currently 

working as an actor in Los Angeles 

and can be seen on ABC’s The Middle 
and Grey’s Anatomy, CBS’s Mom, and 

Nickelodeon’s Game Shakers.

JACKIE SMITH joined Cottingham Chalk 

Hayes, Realtors. 

JOANNA GREY married 

Cecil Talbot, III., on Nov. 14, 

2015. The couple lives in 

Gainesville, Fla. Joanna is the marketing 

coordinator for the Matheson History 

Museum and Cecil is an aggregate 

testing technician in the Geotechnical 

Department of the Florida Department 

of Transportation.

TRESSA RIBAUDO WEBER and her 

husband, Aaron, welcomed a son, Eliot 

James, into their family on Sept. 29, 

2015.  Eliot joins big sister Karina.

SARAH MESCHER SUTTON 
and her husband, Scott, 

welcomed a son, Leo Robert, 

to the family on Aug. 17, 2015.  Leo 

joins big sister Hannah, who turned three 

years old in August. 
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CHARLOTTE SMITH MIXON started 

her own residential cleaning company in 

Fayetteville, N.C. three years ago and 

has now grown to eight employees and more than 50 

recurring customers.  Her husband, Army Major Chad 

Mixon, will be returning from Afghanistan around 

Christmas, and has been selected for promotion to 

Lieutenant Colonel.  He will be taking over as the 

Commander of the Army ROTC cadets at the University 

of South Carolina next fall and the family will be moving 

to Columbia.

TROY BRONSINK is a Presbyterian minister 

and recently published the book Drawn In: 
A Creative Process for Artists, Activists, and 

Jesus Followers and the album Songs to Pray By. He lives 

in Cincinnati with his wife, Kelley, and their two kids: Eve, 

���DQG�:DNHÀHOG������ ,Q�WKH�QHZ�\HDU�KH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�
founding executive director of The Hive: A Center for 

Contemplation, Art, and Action - www.cincyhive.org.

TIM DUFFEY and his wife, Katie, live in 

Carmel, Ind. and have three children - 

Olivia (8), Parker (6), and Morgan (4). 

Tim is director of call center operations for Engaging 

Solutions, LLC in Indianapolis.

MERWIN FOARD left the Broadway cast of 

Aladdin after two years to take the role of 

Max Detweiler in the national touring cast 

of The Sound of Music that played to sold out audiences 

at the Blumenthal in November 2015 in Charlotte.  The 

show will play in cities across the country for multiple 

seasons to come.
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Kyndall Sutherland (’14)
 

2014 Charlotte Christian graduate 

Kyndall Sutherland recently rallied 

members of the Charlotte Christian 

community to support one of its 

beloved teachers.  She created a 

GoFundMe webpage to raise funds 

to purchase EnChroma glasses for 

Mr. Jim McLeod, the upper school 

biology and astronomy teacher, to 

help correct his red-green colorblindness. Originally asking for 

$700, more than $1,480 was raised by 67 people in 28 days 

to purchase the glasses for Mr. McLeod as well as extra money 

to bless his family. 

 

“Mr. McLeod had a huge impact on my life while I was at CCS, 

and I still carry many of the lessons he taught us with me today,” 

shared Kyndall.  “He did so much more than just teach us the 

building blocks of protein (we will forever remember that they 

are amino acids), he spent time at the beginning of each class 

to give us a devotion (like God and Dog) or spend time praying 

with us and teaching us how to approach God with our needs. 

He went above and beyond for his students, and I will always 

be grateful to him! I know many of you feel the same way, so 

this is our chance to give back!”

 

“A running joke I have had in the last decade is that once I am 

P\�JORULÀHG�ERG\��,�ZLOO�VHH�ZKDW�WKH�UHVW�RI�\RX�ORRN�OLNH�LQ�
color.   I already know now,” exclaimed Mr. McLeod.  “This is 

fantastic.  Thank you so much.  Thank you for loving me back - 

it’s this platonic two-way street.  Now I am motivated to keep 

doing what you think I am doing well.”

Jackie Smith ‘03

Tim Duffey ‘88Merwin Foard ‘78
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Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school, equipping and developing students to 
effectively integrate Biblical truth and learning into their daily lives and to impact the culture for Christ.

1. Lower School Gingerbread House Club

2. Middle School Club Fair

3. Upper School Physics Rocket Lab

4. JK 1st Quarter Reading Knights

5. Grade 2 visits with Olympic athletes

6. Grade 6 King Tut project

7. US Academic WorldQuest Team

8. Third grade students with the 

 Upper School French Club 

9. Middle School Windy Gap

10. US Christmas Band Concert

11. Knightsfest

12. Homecoming King Elijah Deveaux &

 Queen Kerstie Phills

13. Lower School Veterans Day Chapel

14. Grade 6  Live Nativity
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7301 Sardis Road

Charlotte, NC 28270

(704) 366-5657

Fax: (704) 366-5678

www.charlottechristian.com

JANUARY 2016
1  New Year’s Holiday

  No School

4  Classes Resume

4-8  US J-Term

18  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

  No School

19  Employee In-Service Day

  No School

FEBRUARY 2016
12  Winter Break - No School

  Employee In-Service

15  President’s Day

MARCH 2016
21-24 Spring Break

  No School

25  Good Friday

  No School

28  Easter Monday

  No School

APRIL 2016
22  No School

MAY 2016
27  US Exam

30  Memorial Day

  No School

31  MS/US Exams

JUNE 2016
1-2  MS/US Exams

2  Last Day of School

3  Employee In-Service 

4  Class of 2016

  Commencement

2015-16 
SCHOOL
CALENDAR


