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The varsity baseball team won the NCISAA State Baseball Championship for the 
fourth year in a row, marking the 14th baseball state title for Charlotte Christian.

Current and former Board of 
Trustees and Finance Committee 

members gathered at a dinner this 
spring to celebrate the elimination 

of Charlotte Christian’s 
borrow ahead.

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
TERRY EFIRD was honored for 

diligently and skillfully leading the 
school to its current strong financial 

position during his 12 years.
  

Thanks in part from gifts from 
this dinner, the newly renovated 
Middle School/Upper School 

Media Center will be named in 
honor of Mr. Efird’s mother as the 
Bryte Little Efird Media Center. 
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fourth year in a row, marking the 14th baseball state title for Charlotte Christian.
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Dear Charlotte Christian Community,

In His sermon on the mount, Jesus asked His disciples to be salt and light.  He ended that part of the sermon with 
our theme verse for the 2014-15 school year, Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

The imagery of salt and light was meaningful to the people listening to Jesus’ words that day.  They did not 
have the modern conveniences of electricity or refrigeration.  Salt was used to preserve foods and oil lamps 
were the sole source of illumination after the sunset each day.  Jesus wanted His followers to preserve the faith 
that He modeled on earth and He wanted them to be light in a sinful world using the gospel to penetrate the 
darkness of evil.

We encouraged our students throughout this school year to consider this message from Jesus and to engage.  We 
asked our students to engage in God’s word, their studies, their friends in pursuing God, and the world.  Active 
engagement enables our students to be salt and light in the world.

A wonderful and encouraging example of engagement was the Freedom Fellows initiative.  Seniors Colter 
Corish and Payton Walker attended a leadership conference at Gordon College in the summer of 2014.  
From this experience the students were challenged to combat a real world problem in their home city and so 
the Freedom Fellows was born.  Colter and Payton asked upper school students to join them in looking at the 
problem of sex trafficking in Charlotte. 

They engaged God’s word by examining His mandates in regards to sexuality, they engaged their studies by 
applying the skills they learned in their classes to researching the issue and developing possible solutions, they 
engaged their peers by hosting a chapel and a 30 year famine to raise awareness of the issue and finally 
they engaged the world by scheduling a meeting with officials from both Charlotte Motor Speedway and the 
Charlotte Hornets to present their findings.

I am thrilled that our students take God’s word seriously while truly seeking how to engage their world in order 
to let their light shine and thus give Glory to God our Father.

God Bless,

Barry Giller
Head of School
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$4,985,250 Academic, 
Athletic, and Fine Arts 
Scholarships 

25,371 Service Hours Earned

135 College Acceptances

30 Honors Graduates 
(cumulative GPA of at least 4.5)

26 Lifers
(started in JK, K or Grade 1)

21 AP Scholars 

20 College Athletic Signings

11 Academic Conservatory
Distinctions

9 Gold & Silver Key 
Combined Visual Art Awards

4 Scholastic Writing Awards

1 National Merit Semifinalist

Class of 2015 By the Numbers For 100 Seniors
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ASHLYNN ARTHUR
Central Piedmont Community College

SYDNEY BARNES
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Being with my teammates for four years on the soccer team.

HANK BENNETT
Colorado State University

Senior Trip.

KATE BENSON*
Stetson University

Playing with the animals (sugar gliders, hamsters,
birds, iguana) in Mrs. Hodge’s science classroom.

ALEX BLACK*
Clemson University

Spending time in Mrs. McGinn’s AP Chemistry class.

WOOD BOONE*
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Disney World J-Term Trip.

JOSH BROADWAY*
University of North Carolina at Wilmington

Co-hosting the Talent Show dressed as Randy P from 
“Short Shorts Do Sports” (Knights Knews skit).

MARK BROWN*
North Carolina State University

Harvard Model Congress.

JOSH BRYANT
University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Nicaragua Mission Trip.

CALLIE BUCKNER*
Western Carolina University

Attending all the sporting events and cheering everyone on.

MADISON BYRON*
Clemson University

Driving from team dinners to football games with
the cheerleaders during my sophomore year and

winning the football state championship.

DILLON CARPENTER
Anderson University (SC)

Winning baseball state championships.

DESTIN CASSIER*
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Harvard Model Congress.

BRIAN CHAFFIN
Stanford University

Winning three straight state championships with the
football team because we worked so hard as

a team, and we were all best friends.

AMY CHEN
University of Washington

Dominican Rebublic J-Term Trip.

SAM CLARK
University of North Carolina at Wilmington

All the athletic games and the different themes each week.
I loved how all the students were excited and supportive.

COLTER CORISH
University of Virginia

Eighth grade when my faith became very real to me; singing 
throwback worship songs with the motions in senior chapel.

LUKE CRAWFORD
Calvin College

US Windy Gap was a great time.  It was a time 
for me personally to strengthen my faith and show 
me how much God cares and loves His creation.

LOGAN CURRY
University of North Carolina at Greensboro

Freshman year Bible class.

CAROLINE DENNEHY*
Converse College

The opportunity to play basketball for Coach Boythe 
my senior year.  He was a blessing and is 

going to do amazing things with the program.

STEPHEN DILLON
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Bringing “Murphy” to life in robotics.

DEANNA DROGAN
Liberty University

Breckenridge and getting to know 
friends in God’s beautiful scenery.

BRITTON EDWARDS
University of North Carolina at Wilmington

When her third grade teacher accidentally stepped onto 
her boombox and praise music began and she excitedly 

associated it with Christ’s return.

Charlotte Christian School held its 52nd commencement ceremony on May 30 at 
Calvary Church.  The Class of 2015 includes 100 seniors that have earned nearly 
$5 million in college and university scholarships for academic, athletic, and fine arts 
accomplishments.  The group shared their favorite memories and what they will miss 
most from their time as Knights.

*Denotes lifers who are students who started at Charlotte Christian in JK-grade 1.
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TATIANA EGBUNA
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Mr. Angley taking the time to talk to me after school 
even though he didn’t have to.  He truly cared about 

me and my spiritual walk.

CAROLINE FINKE
University of Missouri, Columbia

Participating with teammates in volleyball over the last two years.

LAUREN FOERY
University of North Carolina at Wilmington

Going to Windy Gap every year and spending 
time with all of my friends.

BRITTANY FULLER
College of Charleston

Cheering for the varsity football team as they won
the 2014 state championship.

SEAN GALLAGHER
Wheaton College, Illinois

Traveling with the Wind Ensemble to Disney World.

HAYDEN GIRARD*
Clemson University

I had fun skiing, snowmobiling and hanging out 
with friends at the senior ski trip to Breckenridge.

DALTON GOUVEIA
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Winning three state football championships and 
the senior trip to Breckenridge.

COLLIN GREIG*
Wofford College

Senior Trip to Breckenridge.

MARCUS GUARNIERI
Pennsylvania State University, University Park
Being part of the Robotics Club with his friends.

CATHERINE HAIR
Clemson University

Being on AquaKnights with Alex Black.

MADDY HAISLIP
University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Going to Breckenridge and spending time with the senior girls.

JOSH HALL
Charleston Southern University

Winning baseball state championships with my best friends.

REECE HAMPTON
University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Trips to Florida with the baseball team over spring break.

FAITH HANEGRAAFF
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Harvard Model Congress because it brought me 
closer to my classmates.

MEREDITH HARRIS*
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
The day I signed my letter of intent to play

softball at UNC Charlotte.

HEATH HAWKINS
Furman University

Winning back-to-back baseball state championships.

CHARLES HILLER
Clemson University

Senior ski trip to Breckenridge.

THOMAS HODGES*
Appalachian State University

Playing on the CCS golf team for four years.

GENA HORTON
East Carolina University

Breckenridge Senior Trip as I was able to close to friends.

JIN HUANG
Regent University

The opportunity I had to say 
“happy birthday” on the Knights Knews video every Friday. 

PARKER JOHNSON
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Nicaragua Mission Trip.

CHARISSE HAINES
Valedictorian

STARTED AT CCS: Sixth grade

SURPRISING FACT: I’m a Treky.  I love Star Trek.  
Mr. McLeod gave me a Star Trek mug on the first 
day of school because he wanted to be the first 
one to give me a graduation present.

FAVORITE MEMORY: Volunteering with the Dog Bless You Club at dog 
adoption events.

COLLEGE PLANS:  Graduation feels like an end, but it really is just the 
beginning. I am attending Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in the fall. 
I have received the Percopo Scholarship there which covers full tuition 
for four years. Majoring in Mechanical Engineering, I plan on pushing 
forward full speed ahead. I wish to concentrate in Aerospace, and minor 
in another engineering field.  I am not sure exactly what job I will have in 
the future, but I want to pursue my interests in mathematics and science by 
studying their engineering applications and then working as an engineer 
however God decides I should.

IMPACT OF CCS: When I came to Charlotte Christian, I was a self-
proclaimed Christian, so what could a “Christian education” do for me? 
Well, I didn’t know at the time, and I suppose since my life is not done, 
I still don’t know all the impact that will come, but as of now, attending 
Charlotte Christian has changed not only this life, but also my eternity 
with God.  Wait, if I was already a Christian, how did going here change 
my eternity with God? Well, as of sixth grade, I was a Christian, and 
I would have had my eternity with God in heaven, but at that time, I 
had no foundation and would have crumbled by the time I got through 
college had I not been exposed to the education at Charlotte Christian. 
The classes taught me not only what Christianity is, but also why it is 
indubitably true. My Bible classes have seemed mundane at times, but 
looking back, they were invaluable. Then learning about other religions 
and apologetics and philosophy fully solidified my faith. Charlotte 
Christian took my faith and placed it on a strong foundation so that I am 
equipped to protect it and spread it as my journey continues.



CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 2014-15 n ISSUE 25

C
LA

SS
 O

F 
20

15 ALEX JOHNSON
Florida State University

Senior ski trip to Breckenridge.

CAROLINE KASAY
Baldwin Wallace University

Dominican Republic Mission Trip my junior year with
Mrs. Jones and having the opportunity to grown

in relationship with the people there and with Christ.

ROSS KEMP
Spartanburg Methodist College

Winning the state baseball championship the last few years.

MADISON KILLEN
University of South Carolina

Cheering at the state championship game my senior year 
and being able to stand on the sidelines as a cheerleader.

JACKSON KOWAR
Clemson University

Winning two state baseball championships and
signing with Clemson Unversity to play baseball.

JULIA LANG
Wheaton College, Illinois

Windy Gap my freshman year.  I recognized God’s 
love for me and felt at home at CCS.  I committed 

my life to Christ and found my best friend.

HEIDI LEDFORD
Calvin College
Senior prom.

BAILEY LEWIS
The Catholic University of America

Being part of a state championship baseball team two years in
a row and bonding with the baseball team senior year.

SERENA LIN
University of California, San Diego

J-Term to Atlanta to help with the women’s shelter.

TREY LINTON
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Winning two football state championships.

JULIA LITTLETON
University of Central Florida

Senior girls cabin at Windy Gap.

GRANT MAHAN
Rhode Island School of Design

J-Term London Trip.

JAYLON MCCLINTON
United States Military Academy Preparatory School
Winning three straight football state championships.

ROBERT MCLEAN*
Wofford College

My years spent on the football team 
and all the great relationships I have made.

CHASE MCNAUGHTON
High Point University

J-Term Dominican Republic Mission Trip.

SYDNEY MICHAUD
Clemson University

J-Term Dominican Republic Mission Trip my junior year.

MADISON MOORE
North Carolina State University

Prom.

CALEECE NASH
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Windy Gap.

THOMAS NATIONS
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Harvard Model Congress.

TANNER NORRIS*
Clemson University

Senior Windy Gap and special time 
of reflection with fellow classmates.

GAVIN OWEN*
Lees-McRae College 

Competing on the middle school golf team with Coach Ross.

TORI PARKER
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Leading a prayer for the persecuted church in chapel 
on the 2015 National Day of Prayer.

JAKE PAYNE*
University of South Carolina

Wind Ensemble Disney World J-Term Trip.

KELSEY PHALEN
Northwestern University

Participation with Harvard Model Congress her junior year as 
the sole Democratic representative from CCS.

TREY PHILLS*
Yale University

Watching Reynolds Maryah fall while participating 
at the Liberty University Soar Dunk Assembly.

HALEY PUTNAM*
Anderson University (SC)

NYC and Disney World J-Term trips.

CHARLIE RAND
Colorado State University

Eighth grade trip to Washington, D.C.

EMILY SABA*
Lafayette College

4th grade Parade of Praise; 5th grade Fun Run; 
6th and 8th grade Windy Gap; senior night for 

volleyball and basketball senior season.

WES SELBY
Accepting Acting Opportunities

Making “Drop the Bass” in Knights Knews.

HANK SIMMONS*
The Art Institute of Raleigh-Durham

Just being together with my friends throughout the years.
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CHARLES STEPHENS
Columbia College, Chicago

The musicals.

COREY STILLMAN
Clemson University

Business class with Mrs. Edwards.

MICHAEL TAN
Mercer University

All the times I spent talking to friends 
and teachers during and after school.

CHRISTIAN TAYLOR*
Liberty University

Senior trip because of how close I got with my friends.

JEREMY TIMPERIO
North Carolina State University
Charlotte Christian Smash Club.

SHELBY VALERIANO
Elon University

Dominican Republic Mission Trip.

EMMA VANDEVELDE
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

NYC J-Term trip my junior year.

JACKSON VANSICKLE
Virginia Tech

Winning the state championship game my senior
year because it was my last game as a 

high school football player.

KARSYN VONEGIDY
High Point University

Senior ski trip to Breckenridge.

JACK WAGNER
Furman University

Wind Ensemble Disney World J-Term Trip.

MORGAN WAKEFIELD
Shenandoah University

Senior prom.

AARON WALKER*
Samford University 

Business class with Mrs. Edwards (and Corey).

ELI WALKER
Sewanee: The University of the South

Mr. Henson.

JOSH WALKER
North Carolina State University

All the trips I have been a part of: Breckenridge, 
Harvard Model Congress, Washington, D.C., Windy Gap.

PAYTON WALKER*
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

In LS, all the trips to the treasure box, holiday parties 
and Charleston trip; in MS, Windy Gap and in US, 

the Knights Knews Broadcasting team.

PHILIP WALTON
North Carolina State University

Winning a football state championship…
and then another…and then another.

ALEX WATKINS*
Georgia Institute of Technology

Senior trip because of the great bonding with friends.

MATTHEW WEIGEL
University of South Carolina

Winning three football state championships because 
we worked so hard to receive a great reward.

NICOLE WIGGINS
Samford University

Senior Windy Gap and senior prom.

DERRICK WOOD
North Carolina State University

Playing Lord Farquaad in Shrek The Musical.

JACKSON WOOD
North Carolina State University

Spending time with good friends at Windy Gap.

ALEC YOH
Hillsdale College

Breckenridge Senior Trip and Nicaragua J-Term.

SOPHIA YOUMANS
Auburn University

Senior trip to Breckenridge was a time where 
the senior class was really able to enjoy each other

as a whole before we graduate.

STELLA ZHUO
Pennsylvania State University, University Park

SYDNEY WEAVER*
Salutatorian

STARTED AT CCS: Kindergarten

SURPRISING FACT:  I seem to have a knack for 
picking out four leaf clovers…I think I found 60 
alone in the third grade!

FAVORITE MEMORY: Senior ski trip to Breckenridge, Colo.

COLLEGE PLANS:  I have decided to attend the University of South 
Carolina Honors College in the fall.  I plan to major in biomedical 
engineering and hope to minor in music.  I was awarded the McKissick 
Scholars Award and the Charles E. Ash Engineering Scholarship from the 
University of South Carolina.

IMPACT OF CCS: Charlotte Christian has provided a foundation for 
my Christian faith.  Without Charlotte Christian my faith would not be 
as strong as it is today.  Charlotte Christian has taught me that you 
are loved by God no matter what sins you have committed and what 
circumstances you are in.  It has provided me with a family of believers 
that I can honestly call my best friends.  It has helped me discover my 
passion for music through its band programs and form solid friendships 
with others who share this passion for music.
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During this year’s record snowfall in the Boston area, 35 
Charlotte Christian upper school students also set a number 
of records at the Harvard Model Congress.  This year marked 
the 30th anniversary for the largest and longest-running 
mock congress in the nation. Students from across the country 
convened in Boston from Feb. 18-22 to assume various roles 
as members of the House of Representatives.  A part of the 
initiative is to educate students on how to draft, propose and 
vote on various pieces of legislation.  

Led by upper school history teachers, Mr. Steve Hoff and Dr. 
Donn Headley, the students on the eighth annual trip were the 
only participants from a Christian school and had the largest 
delegation. Harvard University students run the model congress 
and assign students into committees and issues to work on prior 
to the event and allow them to choose which political party 
they wanted to debate from.  

Mr. Hoff was humbled by the awards received and records set 
by our students.  “These awards mean you stand out far and 
above from your peers in leadership skills.  To stand up in front 
of 800 peers and debate is a great skill.”  There were 1,600 
student politicians combined in the House and Senate.

This was the first year participating for junior Daniel Kocher 
and he plans to attend again next year after the award-
winning experience he had this year.  Daniel was recognized 
as an Outstanding Delegate.  The award for Daniel was, “so 
unexpected but it felt awesome.  Receiving it was a huge honor.”  
He mostly enjoyed spending time with his friends in Boston and 
presenting his opinions and beliefs on a formal stage in front 
of the other delegates.  Daniel felt prepared to organize and 
deliver his ideas because of the foundational knowledge he 
gained through Mr. Hoff’s government class.  “Mr. Hoff has 
really sharpened my ability to talk about politics and the 
American government effectively.” 

It was also the first year participating for junior Rachel Redmond.  
She credits her AP U.S. History and AP Government and Politics 
courses for preparing her well for the model congress. “I felt 
well-versed in the political system, current issues and I knew 
the history behind America’s system of government,” Rachel 
explained.  She was a part of the Education and Workforce 
Committee where she and three other students from around 
the country were able to successfully pass one bill through the 
House of Representatives and a second bill through both the 
House and the Senate.  The second bill would eventually be 
signed into law by the acting president. 
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Record-Setting Harvard Model Congress

• 22 students authored or co-authored 
 a bill

• 16 students had their bill pass the full 
 House of Representatives

• 14 students had their bill pass the full 
 House and Senate - which was then 
 signed by the acting president of the 
 conference as a new law

• Juniors CHANDLER KELLOGG and 
 DANIEL KOCHER were recognized as 
 Outstanding Delegates, only 40 honored 
 out of  1,500

• Junior RACHEL REDMOND received an 
 Honorable Mention – Outstanding
 Delegate, only 20 honored out of 1,500

CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SET RECORDS 
IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 
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Just like the lyrics to the popular children’s song, 
lower school students celebrated the Multicultural 
Festival by learning about other cultures so that they 
could ultimately tell others about Jesus.  The tradition 
began more than 12 years ago with a Spanish Festival 
and then seven years ago, it grew into a Multicultural Festival 
to allow students to gain exposure to even more cultures. 

“We live in a global world and it is important for our children 
to learn about other people and their countries,” shared Señor 
Fermin Abarca, lower school Spanish teacher and director of 
the festival since its beginning.  “It is a wonderful experience for 
them to learn and respect other cultures and it is important for 
our students to learn other languages so that we can continue 
to impact our world for Christ.”

Students in junior kindergarten through fifth grade  participated 
and represented an assortment of countries including: Burundi, 
China, England, Ethiopia, France, Guatemala, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, and Kenya.  In preparation for the festival, 
students researched their countries and studied the people, 
climate, language, culture, dress, food, and even special 
dances so that they could share about their country.  Students 
came dressed in traditional outfits and each grade performed 
a song, dance, or poetry recitation during the special chapel.  
Upper school Spanish Honors students presented a fun play 
entirely in Spanish and students who went to Costa Rica for 
J-Term came and shared about their trip and their passions 
for the people of that country. Many parent volunteers set up 
wonderful food stations from various countries and middle and 
upper school students jumped in to help.  A special feature of 
the chapel was Señor Abarca leading the students in singing 
“This Little Light of Mine” in four different languages – English, 
Spanish, French and Chinese.

Second grade teacher Miss Katie Radcliffe shared the following 
in a note to Señor Abarca, “Thank you for making Multicultural 
Day possible and for giving our children a glimpse into what 
I imagine heaven will be like – all of our brothers and sisters 
across the globe joined together as one family.” 

First graders from Mrs. Anita Baum’s class enjoyed the day as 
well.  “I liked it when we tried different foods from around 
the world.  My favorite one was rice and beans,” said Eden 
Davis.   Emil Peña shared, “I liked the Dragon Dance because 
the students all dressed up like a dragon.”  

“The Multicultural Festival 
has grown so much, and it 
is a success because of the 
teamwork of the students, 
teachers, and parents,” said 
Señor Abarca.  “One of 
the highlights of the day is 
watching the students interact 
in hands-on activities so that 
they can truly experience 
another culture.  Even if they 
do not travel out of the country, 
students living in Charlotte are 
exposed to people from all 
over the world and many of 
these people have not had the 
experience of learning about 
Jesus.  And even if our students 
cannot speak their language 
fluently, they can still interact 
with others, even with just a 
smile.” 

This little light o’ mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little light o’ mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little light o’ mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Song lyrics originally written in 1920 by Harry Dixon Loes, (1895-1965) based on Matthew 5:16, which was also 
the Charlotte Christian School Bible verse for the 2014-15 year. 
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Murphy, an autonomous and remote-
controlled 40 lb. robot, has been a 
long time coming.  Junior Thomas 
Barnes began the RoboKnights Club 
in the fall of 2014 followed by a 
J-Term course led by Mr. Steve 
Hasselberg, upper school physics 
teacher, where students were 
introduced to the world of VEX 
robotics.  Then nearly a year after 
the idea was conceived, Murphy 
came to life in the fall of 2015. 
Murphy is named for the law and 
challenge of the learning curve that 
faced the team, “anything that can 
fall off, will fall off,” explained Mr. 
Hasselberg. Their perseverance and 
determination have paid dividends. 

Thomas rounded up some friends 
and launched the club that would 
be silent most of last year as they 
dedicated their time to learning how 
to program in the RobotC language.  
Senior Stephen Dillon credits his 

programming skills to receiving an invaluable foundation in his 
Computer Science course with Mr. Ryan Runge.  Mr. Hasselberg 
added that these students taking Advanced Placement courses 
has played a huge factor in their success.  

From August to early December of 2014, the team worked 
diligently to design and to build the robot. They also 
implemented a business model and organizational structure to 
keep things running smoothly and efficiently. This year, Murphy 
was put to the test as the team entered competitions, both locally 
and nationally. Their first competition was in Cary, N.C. at the 
North Carolina VEX Robotics Competition (VRC) – Research 
Triangle Park Regional Qualifier. The team placed 10th out of 
16 teams and this bolstered their confidence to regroup and 
refine Murphy’s movements and agility further.  The first 15 
seconds of each competition is an autonomous portion where 
the robots must follow a pre-programmed sequence. Senior 

Alex Watkins and senior Stephen Dillon worked tirelessly to 
have Murphy prepared for these solo drives. The remainder of 
each competition the robots are remote controlled by drivers, 
and for the RoboKnights that is senior Sean Gallagher.

The team then traveled to Concord on Jan. 9 to compete in the 
NC Western VRC Qualifier. They placed 10th out of 27 teams 
in the preliminary rounds, which secured them a spot in the 
semifinals.  It was an incredibly close match and Murphy was 
defeated by only one point.  Shortly thereafter the RoboKnights 
not only qualified for the NC State Championship match but 
also received the  “Excellence Award,” being recognized as the 
“top all-around team” as well as named co-champions of the 
tournament. On April 7, several members of the team and Mr. 
Hasselberg traveled to Council Bluffs, Iowa to compete in the 
CREATE U.S. Open Robotics Championship.  Although the team 
did not make it into the finals, they did rank 29th out of 200 
teams in the preliminaries.  

Their incredible growth and determination are highlighted 
by Mr. Hasselberg. “The team continues to grow in technical 
skills of programming and engineering, but also in teamwork, 
organization, strategy and sportsmanship.”

In preparation for next year’s team the current leaders and 
seniors are spending time training and teaching the younger 
members how to program and build.  They have built a small 
“test bot” to make the teaching process a hands-on and instant 
learning experience.  As the new programmers test their 
applications they can see the results live on the test bot.  Long 
live Murphy!

Upper school robotics club

THE 2014-15 ROBOKNIGHTS TEAM 

Nkiru Afulukwe 
Thomas Barnes
Steady Cash

Stephen Dillon
Evangelia Edwards

Sean Gallagher
Isabello Galletta

Marcus Guarnieri
Katherine Hanebutt

Jin Huang
Jake Payne

Kelsey Phalen
Michael Tan
Alex Watkins
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This summer www.charlottechristian.com will be receiving a facelift 
(the last redesign was in 2010.)  The updated website design will reflect 
our school’s contemporary and innovative efforts all the while incorporating 
parent feedback from the website survey.  There will be more media viewing 
options and more interactive elements that will allow current and prospective 
families to get a clearer view of our school life through video, photographs 
and easy access to school happenings.  The community and athletic calendars 
will be prominently displayed along with new and simpler login access 
to the portal and other online tools.  The site will also incorporate a new 
“responsive” platform, which will allow users to more efficiently use the entire 

site on mobile devices and tablets.  The new website is due to go 
live later this summer and this transition will not affect your access to 

the website.  If you have any questions or feedback, please contact 
the school’s webmaster, Miss Tess Regan, at tess.regan@charchrist.com.Website Redesign

2015-16 GRADING SCALE

97-100 A+ 4.0
93-96 A 4.0
90-92 A- 3.67
87-89 B+ 3.33
83-86 B 3.0
80-82 B- 2.67
77-79 C+ 2.33
73-76 C 2.0
70-72 C- 1.67
67-69 D+ 1.33

Moving to the        10-Point Grading Scale
Switching the Scale

Beginning with the 2015-16 school year, Charlotte 
Christian School will move from a 7-point grading scale 
to a 10-point grading scale.  The academic team of 
principals, assistant principals, and Director of Academics 
Miss Theresa Kasay, have all collaborated over the 
past year to flush out a plan to make this transition and 
adjustment seamless and smooth.  

Head of School Barry Giller discussed the new grading 
scale in his Head of School Forum in October 2014.  Mr. 
Giller explained the main reasons behind our decision to 
move to the 10-point scale were to provide clarity for 
students, parents and teachers; relieve some academic 
stress for our students; and provide consistency with other 
independent schools throughout the country, particularly 
the other CAIS schools.  

The team reached out to colleges and universities to 
confirm that our new grading scale will not affect our 
students’ competitiveness.  Colleges have their own 
systems in place to convert a high school’s grading scale 
to their admissions requirements so that comparisons are 
always “apples to apples.”

A couple of important factors to consider: 

 • The bell curve will not change because teachers will 
adjust their scoring to reflect the new grading system.
  

 • This change will only go into effect going forward; 
there will be no retroactive grade changes.  

 • The school will phase in how the AP and honors 
courses will be weighted.  The classes of 2016, 2017 
and 2018 will continue to receive one quality point 
for honors classes and two points for AP courses.  This 
will allow those students to complete their upper school 
career on the same grading system.  Starting with the 
class of 2019, the incoming freshmen taking AP courses 
will now receive one additional point to the weighted 
GPA calculation for AP courses and honors courses 
will receive an additional half point, thus maintaining 
consistency among students in the same grade.

If you have any questions or concerns about how the 
GPAs are calculated and/or weighted, please contact 
your division principal.
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The varsity boys’ basketball team, 
coached by Shonn Brown, compiled 
a 20-9 record this season. With 
key victories over conference rivals 
Cannon, Country Day and Covenant 
Day and public school Rocky River, 
the Knights made it to the state 
playoffs before losing to Rabun 
Gap. Led by seniors Trey Phills 
(all-state, all-conference), Jaylon 
McClinton, Hayden Girard and 
Collin Greig, the team brought home 
the Lake Mary Prep Rock Holiday 
Classic championship in December 
and went on to enjoy its first 20-win 
season since 2011-12. The junior 
varsity Knights finished their season 
18-9 and lost to Latin in the finals of 
the conference tournament. 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
The varsity girls’ basketball team 
made it all the way to the semi-
finals of the state tournament 
before losing to the number one 
seeded Rabun Gap. Junior Kerstie 
Phills (all-state, all-conference) 
and senior Caroline Dennehy (all-
conference) led the Knights to a 
21-11 record and celebrated its 
first 20-win season since 2011-12.  
Under Head Coach Luke Boythe 
(‘98), first-year varsity girls’ coach 

and a long-time member of the 
basketball program, the Lady 
Knights beat Latin, Cannon, Country 
Day, Covenant Day, Ravenscroft and 
a host of other opponents in route to 
the state tournament.  The JV girls 
won their conference championship 
with a thrilling 32-31 victory over 
Latin.  The JV girls finished with an 
8-4 record.

SWIMMING
Eighteen girls and 10 boys 
competed on the varsity swim team 
this season. In the state championship 
meet held in Greensboro the girls 
finished fifth out of 22 teams, and 
the boys finished 10th out of 18 
teams. In the conference meet, the 
girls finished third out of six teams 
and the boys finished fourth out of 
six teams.  Freshman Rachel Lee was 
the state and conference champion 
in the 500 freestyle and set a school 
record in the 200 IM.  The team of 
Rachel Redmond, Sarah Redmond, 
Julia Kocher, and Anna Summers 
was the conference champion in the 
200 freestyle relay. Members of 
the girls’ team also broke several 
school records this season including 
the 100 backstroke (Rachel Lee); 
500 freestyle (Rachel Redmond); 

and the 400 freestyle relay (Julia 
Lang, Rachel Lee, Rachel Redmond, 
and Sarah Redmond). 

VARSITY DANCE
The varsity dance team enjoyed 
great success this season winning 
the 4th Annual NCISAA Invitational 
Cheer and Dance Championships. 
Under the leadership of Coach 
Stewart Emery, the nine girls 
enjoyed performing at the home 
varsity basketball games. Seniors 
Caroline Kasay and Emma 
VanDeVelde, sophomore Lilly Turner 
and freshman Caroline Farley were 
named to the all-conference team. 

WRESTLING
With just seven wrestlers, a few 
of who suffered injuries during the 
season, the varsity wrestling team 
produced some pretty spectacular 
results.  Senior Charlie Rand won the 
state and conference championship 
in the 160 lbs. weight class and 
junior Connor Maitland won the 
conference championship in the 
200lb weight class.  Even though 
they were unable to fill half of the 
weight classes each match, the team 
finished ninth out of 16 teams in the 
state tournament. 
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The varsity baseball team 
once again ended the season 
on the highest note possible 
– a state championship.  The 
Knights earned their fourth 
consecutive 3A NCISAA 
title with a 7-0 victory over 
Wesleyan Christian in the 
second of a two-game 
championship series. The 
team won the first game 
11-1 leading up to the final 
victory that gave the Knights 
their 15th consecutive 20-win 
season.  

This season, the team finished 
with a 28-4 record and 
was led by a stellar class of 
seven seniors, all of whom 
have signed to play baseball 
in college.  Coach Greg 
Simmons, at the helm of the 
baseball program for 25 
years, has sent many student-
athletes to play at the next 
level, but never before has 
there been a year when each 
member of the senior class 
has plans to continue playing 
baseball in college.
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DILLON CARPENTER Anderson University
JOSH HALL Charleston Southern University
REECE HAMPTON University of North 
 Carolina at Charlotte

HEATH HAWKINS Furman University
ROSS KEMP Spartanburg Methodist College
JACKSON KOWAR Clemson University
BAILEY LEWIS Catholic University of America

BASEBALL
The junior varsity Knights finished the 
season with a conference record of 
5-0 and won the Queen City JV Classic 
with a 10-0 victory over Country Day. 
(See below for varsity results.)

GOLF
The golf team had an outstanding 
season finishing third in the NCISAA 
state tournament out of eight teams.  
The team had a 60-27 record 
entering the tournament and finished 
with two golfers (senior Aaron 
Walker and sophomore Rhodes 
Karriker) in the top 20. Outstanding 
and consistent performance was the 
hallmark of this team producing 
four all-conference team members. 

LACROSSE
In its third season as a varsity 
program, the 2015 lacrosse team 
continued to show that it will be 
a force to be reckoned with in 
the conference and the state. The 
team finished with a 9-9 overall 
record losing to Christ School 
in the quarterfinals of the state 
tournament.  The JV team finished 
the season with a 10-3 record 
and lost a heartbreaker against 
Latin in overtime in the CISAA JV 
championship.

GIRLS’ SOCCER
The girls overcame challenge after 
challenge and grew as a team on 
and off the field. Highlights from the 
season include victories over Gaston 
Christian and High Point Christian. 
Senior captain Sydney Barnes was 
named to the all-conference team.  

SOFTBALL
The varsity softball team finished 
the year 17-6 and won its fourth 
consecutive CISAA conference 
championship. They were 9-1 in the 
conference play in 2015 and are 
32-2 in conference play the past 
four seasons.  The Lady Knights 
advanced to the final four of the 
NCISAA state championship losing 
a pair of tough games to Hickory 
Grove and eventual champion 
Forsyth Country Day School.

BOYS’ TENNIS
The Knights boys’ tennis team beat 
Cannon to pick up its first conference 
win in three years and lost both 
matches to Latin.  Seniors Destin 
Cassier and Josh Walker led the 
way while Sam Carlton and Adam 
Lewis played strong in the middle 
of the lineup. Freshmen Andrew 
Brannon and Mac Hamilton made 

the starting lineup and played well 
for the Knights. 

TRACK AND FIELD
The track team had a successful 
season with the men finishing 
third out of 18 teams in the state 
championship meet. Two seniors 
led the way and claimed individual 
state titles: Josh Broadway in the 
110m hurdles and Thomas Nations 
in the 300m hurdles. The team of 
Justus Woods, Jaylon McClinton, 
Thomas Nations, and Josh 
Broadway also claimed top prize in 
the coveted 4x100 relay. Freshman 
Justus Wood finished second in the 
state in the 100m dash and Nations 
also took home a second place 
finish in the 200m dash.  New school 
records were set by Broadway and 
Nations and the 4x400 relay team 
of Nations, Sam Korolos, Christian 
Taylor, and Brian Crawford tied the 
school record set in 2007. 
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“The 2015 senior class 
was a group of guys that 
were committed to the 
core values of the team,” 
said Coach Simmons. 
“Their relentless pursuit 
of excellence on the field 
along with an eye for 
detail enabled them to 

control the pressure that 
goes along with being a 
senior.  They were great 
examples of what it means 
to be a member of the 
CCS baseball program.”

Senior Dillon Carpenter 
has played for the Knights 

since seventh grade and 
has seen the impact of the 
program on the success of 
the seniors.

“My teammates and I 
have really seen what 
the others before us have 
accomplished and what 

they have done to win and 
to continue the tradition 
of CCS baseball,” said 
Dillon.  “From when we 
were in middle school with 
Coaches (Chris) Carrera 
and (Reid) Fronk, it has 
been instilled in us what 
we need to do to succeed. 

Coach Simmons has taught 
us that we need to work to 
get what we want and that 
nothing is just given to us. 
I know that will help us in 
the future.”

2015
VARSITY BASEBALL 
COLLEGE SIGNEES
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Charlotte Christian’s upper school honors art students were 
recently given an unexpected challenge that turned out to be 
a wonderful opportunity.  Mrs. Eva Crawford, upper school art 
teacher, asked her students to draw the head of a person or 
animal in pencil, leave some space below it, and then return 
the drawing to her so that she could ask junior kindergarten 
and kindergarten students to finish it.  This made some students 
a little nervous, some a little curious, and made some really 
excited.  

Mrs. Crawford borrowed the 
idea from professional artist 
Mica Angela Hendricks who 
had done something similar with 
her own four-year old daughter 
after being challenged by her 
daughter to “share” her new 
sketch book.  The outcome 
was many beautiful, fun and 
collaborative pieces, all the 
result of allowing her daughter 
to take chances with her 
professional work.  In her blog, 
Mrs. Hendricks shared that she 
learned lessons like not to be 
so rigid and that embracing 
collaboration can often bring 
about something even more 
wonderful.

With that in mind, Mrs. 
Crawford set out to help her 
students discover similar lessons 
through their unique assignment.   

After her students completed their various drawings of heads, 
Mrs. Crawford collected the pictures and took them with her 
to visit Mrs. Barb Hasselberg’s kindergarten class and Mrs. 
Tara Griffin’s junior kindergarten class.  The younger children 
continued the process by drawing bodies and accessories for 
the head in their picture. The pieces then traveled back to 
the upper school for completion, where Mrs. Crawford asked 
the students to use colored pencils or watercolors to color the 
picture with a mature mindset using values of lights and darks, 
not just shapes, and to give them form. 

The older students laughed when they saw their pictures and 
how the younger children had interpreted them.  Mrs. Crawford 
encouraged them not to lose the lines that the younger children 
had drawn in order to protect the naiveté and innocence of 
their work.  After the pieces were done, the upper school 
students went with Mrs. Crawford to share them so that the 
two groups of artists could meet for the first time and see the 
finished products.   

“My hope was that they would learn that everyone is a teacher 
– that they could learn from what the younger kids saw and 

not to hold their work so closely,” shared 
Mrs. Crawford.  “This is a life lesson.  
The ability to collaborate creatively is 
the ability to listen to one another.”

“Wondering what the lower school 
children would draw made it that much 
more of a surprise and a mystery,” 
shared junior Baxter Bradbury who had 
drawn the head of a giraffe for his 
piece.  “I really liked the project a lot,” 
he said.  “My take away was not just 
about art.  It helped me to not worry as 
much and to try not to control things as 
much. I thought this project was really 
interesting – a small representation of 
a big idea.” 

The young artist who completed Baxter’s giraffe was Owen 
Metzelaars in Mrs. Griffin’s junior kindergarten class. “I was so 
excited when I started making the picture,” shared Owen.  “My 
favorite part was drawing the bath tub, because the giraffe 
got caught in a bath tub when he was running.”

DRAWING OUT THE BEST
A fun lesson in collaboration between JK/K students and Honors Art students
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It all began when upper school band 
students decided to approach their 
directors with the idea of auditioning 
for Disney’s Performing Arts Program.  
The wind ensemble students rarely had 
the opportunity to perform off-campus, 
so it was something that was appealing 
and would also challenge them musically, 
while helping them grow.  And…. it would 
be lots of fun!  

The Disney Performing Arts Program 
is a nationally recognized arts series 
that offers band, choral, dance, and 
auxiliary performers (like flag corps), 
the opportunity to learn and perform 
at Disney theme parks.  The program 
exposes ensembles to the highest level of 
performance and gives students a taste of 
Disney-style showbiz, all while teaching 
them the importance of teamwork and 
discipline.  

The Disney program required an audition 
video and photo of the group and last 
summer the group found out that they had 
been selected to attend for the upper 
school’s J-Term in early January 2015.  

As soon as school 
began in August, 
the ensemble 
started rehearsing 
music for their 
once in a lifetime 
performance at 
Walt Disney World 
in Orlando, Fla.

The group of 27 
wind ensemble 
students traveled 
by bus to Orlando 
where they spent 
six days enjoying 

the fun of Disney and participating in 
two different performance workshops 
in addition to their special concert.  
The first workshop was entitled “You’re 
Instrumental” and allowed the students 
to be treated like professional musicians.  
The students practiced sight-reading and 
worked with a Disney clinician for two 
and a half hours to perfect a recording 
of them playing “You’ll Be In My Heart,” 
accompanied by footage from the movie 
Tangled.   The second workshop allowed 
the students to experience a recording 
studio environment and featured senior 
Jeremy Timperio on alto sax in an 
improv set with a Disney musician, all 
accompanied by the band playing the 
backdrop of “Trashin’ the Camp” from 
the movie Tarzan. 

The highlight of the trip was performing 
at Downtown Disney at the Waterside 
Stage.  Even though the group endured 
some bus difficulties and had to walk the 
last part of the way to get to the stage 
on time, they kept smiling and never 
complained.  They performed for 20 

minutes onstage, where their version of 
“Star Wars” was a showstopper.  Other 
Charlotte Christian students were also at 
Disney for a Behind the Scenes Disney 
J-Term and came by to cheer on their 
friends in the band.

“I loved being a member of the band!” 
said senior Sydney Weaver, who has 
played clarinet at Charlotte Christian 
since fourth grade.  “My favorite part 
of the Disney trip was performing ‘Star 
Wars’ on stage and having people stop 
to film us who didn’t even know us.  I felt 
like a celebrity.”

“This was a wonderful trip for the 
students and they really learned so 
much during this experience,” shared 
Band Director Kischa Moore.  “Working 
with professional musicians in the fun 
Disney setting really helped them 
grow and stretch to new heights.  They 
represented Charlotte Christian very well 
in their musicianship, talent, and positive 
attitudes.”

Junior clarinet player Arden Norwood 
shared in a note to Mrs. Moore following 
the trip, “I cannot stress how much fun we 
had at Disney!  We are beyond grateful 
for you.  The kids are still talking about all 
the memories and funny/crazy moments 
that happened at Disney and how much 
they enjoyed it.” 

“I enjoyed improving our musicianship 
in the workshops and bonding as a 
band during our time there,” said senior 
percussionist Alex Watkins.  “Being a 
part of Disney’s entertainment program 
was a unique and fun experience.”

Music in the Magic Kingdom
Charlotte Christian’s Wind Ensemble Performs in Disney’s Performing Arts Program
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Upper School Spiritual Life Director Jeremy Cummings 
started a new spring tradition with Service Learning 
Day.  Mr. Cummings felt the previous Spiritual Renewal 
Day had been productive and effective in providing 
students with plenty of Biblical knowledge and campus 
fellowship, but that the event lacked opportunities for 
students to apply what they were learning. “I thought 
it would be good to put their faith into action,” he said.

After speaking and planning at length with community 
partners, the new experience took place at the end of 
February.  Students were able to sign up for a service 
opportunity in the Charlotte community or serve at 
Samaritan’s Purse with Mr. Cummings.  Students who 
went to Samaritan’s Purse helped to clean the facilities 
and prep shoeboxes for next year’s Operation Christmas 
Child. Students who ventured into the community 
independently served at various non-profits, churches 
and Charlotte neighborhoods.

Freshman Ryan Chaffin served at the Operation 
Christian Child Warehouse (part of Samaritan’s Purse) 
to assist with the daily operations.  They moved and 
loaded boxes, packed and assembled toys that would 
later be put into the iconic shoeboxes that are shipped 
to impoverished children around the world.  Ryan’s 

experience left him with a feeling of gratitude. “It is 
important to serve those in need since that is what Christ 
calls us to do.  It helps us gain an appreciation for what 
we have.”  

Freshmen Savannah Kasay and Julia Hannum volunteered 
at the Ronald McDonald House where they served 
families facing devastating medical circumstances. They 
performed chores and simple gestures in an effort to 
make the families’ stay more comfortable. “When a 
large community serves in His name, wonderful things 
can happen,” Savannah explained the importance of 
putting her faith to work.  

Mr. Cummings explained that the service day is a unique 
and biblical part of the Charlotte Christian School 
curriculum.  “James says that faith without works is dead 
and Jesus said you will know His followers by their fruit. 
So I think a sign of spiritual maturity is not only knowing 
the right things but doing the right things too.”

Next year there are plans to adjust the experience so that 
juniors can use the day to visit colleges and freshmen and 
sophomores will continue to serve the campus or community 
while seniors will be on their senior trip.  

Putting Their Faith Into Action
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The Charlotte Christian School community came together 
April 13-17 to fight hunger both locally and abroad in the 
third annual Knights Fight Hunger Week.  Students and family 
members joined together to pack food for two days for Servants 
With A Heart, a local ministry that sends meals to families in 
Nicaragua.  Lower, middle, and upper school students also 
competed to bring in the most take-out trays, food service 
gloves, and peanut butter and jelly jars to help support the 
ministry of the Harvest Center, a local mission that serves the 
homeless members of the Charlotte community.  

Parent Relations Coordinator LuAnn Durden reiterated the 
importance of the week, “Knights Fight Hunger Week is 
meaningful to our community [because it brings] all the grades 
together. We are a blessed community and we love that our 
kindergarteners are able to serve alongside the upperclassmen 
and give back at home and abroad.”

On the evening of Monday, April 13 more than 120 volunteers 
of families and students signed up to pack meals.  On Tuesday, 
students worked in shifts throughout the entire day to pack 
as many meals as possible.  Everyone from the 37 visiting 
Japanese exchange students to the senior staff came to pitch 
in.  Together the community packed 92,880 meals and donated 
1,337 canned goods, 20,000 wrapped forks, 30,385 take-out 
trays and 45,400 food service gloves.    

There was a friendly competition between the classes to see 
which group could donate the most items.  The upper school 
senior class led the way by bringing in the most peanut butter 
and jelly jars.  Mrs. Bartlett’s middle school advisory donated 
the most items in the middle school.  And there were individual 
class winners for each lower school grade.  

Charlotte Christian School has partnered with the Harvest 
Center since 2007 and our Parent Teacher Fellowship continues 
to serve meals at their location the first Monday of every month.  
Servants With a Heart is a ministry founded by Charlotte 
Christian parents, Jeff and Suzanne Yoh. The week’s activities 
and focus on helping those in need culminated on Thursday with 
speakers from the Harvest Center sharing in chapel and a 30-
hour famine that some upper school students participated in on 
Friday.

Organized by senior Colter Corish, over 60 upper school 
students participated in the 30-hour famine event that began 
at noon on Thursday. Throughout the following day the students 
participated in service projects on campus and raised awareness 
about world hunger with a fundraiser that raised approximately 
$3,000. That night students slept in cardboard boxes outside 
as part of the awareness activities and then broke the fast on 
Saturday morning at 6 a.m.

The week was a time to reflect upon our many blessings and to 
extend that mercy to our neighbors locally and abroad.

FIGHT HUNGER
KNIGHTS

working to curb hunger at home and abroad
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On Friday, May 8 Charlotte Christian students, faculty and staff 
celebrated “Stephen Curry Day” in honor of the 2006 alum’s 
accomplishments for being named the National Basketball 
Association’s (NBA) Most Valuable Player for the 2014-15 
season. The Charlotte Christian community was encouraged 
to dress in Stephen Curry, Golden State Warriors (blue and 
yellow) or Charlotte Christian spirit wear.  Everyone had the 
opportunity to sign a congratulatory framed memento that was 
mailed to Stephen.  It was a fun day to celebrate his success.  
Stephen has modeled many of the values we strive to teach on 
our campus – humility, hard work, dedication, a commitment to 
excellence and a faith in God.  We are proud to call Stephen 
a Knight!

Andrew Boythe, second grade student, told local reporters on 
Stephen Curry Day that, “I think he’s a great basketball player, 
he leads well, and he makes everybody better [on the court].” 
As students in all divisions showed their excitement for Stephen 
Curry, we were also surprised to receive a thank-you video 
back from Stephen.  Filmed at his home in California, Stephen 

said, “it was an unbelievable accomplishment to win the MVP 
award and I’m just glad to be able represent all the Knights.”

Stephen started out playing middle school ball in Canada 
because his father, Dell, played for the NBA’s Toronto Raptors 
at the time. His father was drafted in the expansion draft to 
the Charlotte Hornets and Stephen began to attend Charlotte 
Christian School in the seventh grade.  During his tenure as a 
Knight, Stephen was named all-state, all-conference and led 
the team to three conference titles and three state playoff 
appearances. 

Stephen had three record-smashing 
years at Davidson College.  As a 
freshman, he was the second highest 
scoring freshman in the nation and 
broke the Davidson freshman 
scoring record.  That year for the 
Southern Conference he tallied the 
most 3-pointers for a freshman and 
led the league in points per game 
(21.5).  His sophomore year he led 
the Wildcats to the NCAA Elite 8 for 
the first time since 1969. He finished 
his junior year with a host of               

Charlotte Christian Community Celebrates Stephen Curry Day
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accolades: All-time Davidson College leader in points (2,635); 
3-point goals (414); free throws (479); 30-point games (30) 
and 40-point games (6).

The Golden State Warriors then selected Stephen as the seventh 
overall pick in the 2009 NBA draft.  That first year he was a 
contender for the 2009-10 NBA Rookie of the Year.  During his 
2010-11 season, he won the Sportsmanship Award and won 
the Skills Challenge during the 2011 NBA All-Star Weekend. 
In 2011, Stephen had surgery on his ankle that was previously 
injured during his junior year at Davidson.  The next season 
Stephen would begin a personal and franchise comeback 
with the Golden State Warriors. He broke the NBA record 
for most 3-pointers in the regular season and helped earn 
the team the sixth seed in the 2013 NBA playoffs.  The next 
season Stephen made his first All-Star game appearance and 
ended the season with career-high averages of 24 points per 
game and 8.5 assists. In 
January of the 2014-
15 season Stephen 
made his 1,000th 
3-point field goal and 
became the fastest 
player in NBA history 
to reach this marker. 
In May, he received 
the Maurice Podoloff 
Trophy for being named 
the league’s MVP of the 
season.  Stephen and 
Wilt Chamberlain are 
the only two Warriors 
in franchise history to 
receive this honor.

During his acceptance speech for receiving the MVP Award, 
Stephen thanked everyone from the equipment manager and 
security officer to his family and best friend from college.  He 
thanked Coach Shonn Brown, varsity boys’ basketball coach, 
for getting him started.  He thanked his parents for being 
excellent examples and spiritual guides in his life. He began his 
speech by saying, “first and foremost, I want to thank my Lord 
and savior Jesus Christ for blessing me. I can’t say enough how 
important my faith is to how I play the game and who I am.” 
Stephen credited his success to four tenants that he lives by: 
“faith in God; passion for what you do; relentless drive; and 
the will to do whatever it takes to be successful.”

As we are encouraged and proud of all our alumni, we were so 
delighted to take time to recognize Stephen’s great success.  His 
basketball career is no doubt a blockbuster by any standard, 
but it is his faith in God and humility in spite of the limelight 
that has inspired us to tip our hats to this Knight.  Visit www.
charlottechristian.com/#iamaKNIGHT to listen to Stephen and 
other alumni as they share their thoughts on how Charlotte 
Christian has impacted them.
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JULIE BARTLETT teaches sixth 
grade science and has been at 
Charlotte Christian for 10 years 
having previously worked at Duke 
Energy as an engineer in the 
science and technology group. She 
received a B.S. in Civil Engineering 
and a master’s degree in Structural 
Engineering from the University of 

South Carolina. Mrs. Bartlett and her husband, Dale, have two 
children who were lifers at Charlotte Christian. 

Why is science the best subject to teach? Science is a subject 
that provides an understanding of concepts that impact our lives 
every day. Science class provides an opportunity to explore 
these concepts and learn through hands-on labs and classroom 
activities. Students tend to enjoy learning by participating. Their 
interest in participating makes my job enjoyable.

How do you have fun with your students? My students enjoy 
the electricity projects we do each year when they are given 
electrical components and materials with which to design and 
build cars, boats, houses, planes and other imaginative products. 

DIEP STAMPS teaches eighth 
grade Earth Science and has been 
at Charlotte Christian for two years 
having previously worked as a chemist 
for a pharmaceutical manufacturer. 
She graduated from UNC-Charlotte 
with a B.S. in Chemistry and a minor 
in Biology. Mrs. Stamps and her 
husband, Joe, have three sons, ages 
8, 12, and 13.

Why is science the best subject to teach? If you study science 
enough, it truly makes the case for the existence of a powerful 
and great God.

How do you have fun with your students? We do labs with 
food including graham crackers (plate tectonics) and popcorn 
(heat transfer).  There’s nothing like learning and snacking at 
the same time!

THE SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT

GETTING TO KNOW THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENTDANA BRICKNER teaches lower 
school STEM lab. She earned her BS 
in Elementary Education from Florida 
Atlantic University and came to 
Charlotte Christian three years ago. 
Mrs. Brickner and her husband, Cris, 
have three dogs.

Why is science the best subject to teach? STEM is great to 
teach because it involves so many educational areas in one class 
and allows the students to be creative with their thinking while 
they solve real-world problems.

How do you have fun with your students? We make 
greenhouses in JK; our own particle board in kindergarten; 
design marble runs in 1st grade; make ice cream in 2nd grade; 
make knee braces in 3rd grade; create moon phases using Oreo 
cookies in 4th grade; and set off rockets in 5th grade.  

BETH TIESS teaches seventh grade 
Life Science and sponsors the 
middle school Environmental Club. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree 
in Interdisciplinary Studies with 
concentrations in Elementary/Middle 
Language Arts and Science and a 
master’s degree in Upper Elementary 
and Middle School Education 

with an endorsement in Early Childhood Studies all from Old 
Dominion University.  Mrs. Tiess and her husband, Fred, have two 
daughters that graduated from CCS, and she has taught here 
for nine years.

Why is science the best subject to teach? Life Science is the 
study of the gift of life from our Creator, God.  I love to lead 
the students to find God in all of nature, from the cell, to the 
plant and to the animal kingdom.  Science also teaches how 
to integrate important skills such as research in technology, 
cooperative learning, and math.  

How do you have fun with your students? I love to compare 
and contrast a naturalistic worldview with a biblical worldview 
concerning the origin of life and the origin of man.  Students love 
to search the Scriptures for answers concerning life.  
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The teachers that make up Charlotte Christian’s science 
department are a collection of living, breathing, unique 
individuals – much like the subject matters which they 
teach.  Get to know them here, what makes them tick and 
why they say that science is the best subject to teach!

Middle School:

Lower School:
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How do you have fun with your students?  I love to do hands-
on labs.  I don’t just want to merely teach about God’s creation, I 
want kids to experience the joy and wonder of it.  I also want to 
make abstract concepts more concrete.  We shoot rockets, play 
with hot-wheels, build circuits – anything to make things real and 
practical.

RYAN RUNGE teaches AP Physics 
C, AP Computer Science, AP Statistics 
and Calculus III and has been a 
member of the Charlotte Christian 
faculty for 19 years.  Mr. Runge 
earned his B.S. degree in Physics 
from The University of California, 
Riverside. He and his wife, Emily, 
have been married for five years.  

Why is science the best subject to teach? Science shows 
that God’s universe was purposefully created with organized 
structure.

How do you have fun with your students? 
Labs, demonstrations, and activities are always fun!  

STEPHANIE SWITZER teaches 
Conceptual Physics, Chemistry and AP 
Environmental Science and is in her 
second year at Charlotte Christian. 
She earned her B.S. in Chemistry from 
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College 
and her M.S. in Analytical Chemistry 
from the University of Virginia. Mrs. 
Switzer and her husband, Jeff, have 
two young daughters. 

Why is science the best subject to teach? Science is the best class 
to teach because we get to apply all of the other classes in one 
class and get to do it with hands-on, fun activities. As we study 
science, we get one step closer to understanding the mind of GOD 
by seeing how he has ordered the world in which we live.
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JIM MCLEOD teaches Biology and 
honors Biology and Astronomy.  Mr. 
McLeod graduated with his B.S. from 
UNC Charlotte and spent 30 years 
teaching science at Olympic High 
School before coming to Charlotte 
Christian nine years ago.  He and his 
wife, Judy have a son, Travis, who is a 
youth pastor in Lexington, S.C. 

Why is science the best subject to teach?  God’s fingerprints 
are all over my curriculum, from how cells function to the design 
of galaxies.

How do you have fun with your students?  Biology students 
play the role of a crime scene investigator using DNA fingerprints 
to solve mysteries. Astronomy students view sunspots with the 
school’s 8-inch reflecting telescope.

KIM MCGINN currently teaches 
Honors Chemistry and AP Chemistry 
but during her 21 years at Charlotte 
Christian has also taught Honors 
Physics, Regular Chemistry and AP 
Environmental Science. Mrs. McGinn 
received her B.A. in Chemistry 
from Mills College in Calif. and her 
Education degree from Queens 

College.  She and her husband of 34 years, Gary, have two 
sons, both of whom are CCS graduates. 

Why is science the best subject to teach? There are lots of 
hands-on activities for my students and me, and I can relate 
chemistry to everyday life for them.

How do you have fun with your students? In years past my AP 
students have sewn stuffed moles for “mole day”, made chemical 
Christmas ornaments and snow globes, and electroplated 
pennies. 

STEVE HASSELBERG teaches all 
levels of Physics, from Conceptual to 
AP, and also supervises the Robotics 
team.  He earned his B.S. and M.S. 
in Chemical Engineering from Penn 
State University.  Mr. Hasselberg and 
his wife, Barb, a CCS kindergarten 
teacher, have been married 30 
years and have five children (all CCS 

graduates), three daughters-in-law, and two grandkids.  He has 
taught at Charlotte Christian for 15 years having previously 
worked in research and development for Eastman Kodak and 
Johnson & Johnson.

Why is science the best subject to teach?  God’s creation is 
awesome!  In science we study the works of God, but in most 
every other field you study the works of man.

Upper School:

a. Ballet dancer
b. Name means flower
c. High school pole vaulter
d. Has patents 
e. Enjoys nature – camping, 
 hiking, kayaking
f. Has traveled to all 50 states
 and 60 different countries
g. Loves digging in the sand for
 living creatures
h. Enjoys gardening
i. Has their photography
 certification

Guess that teacher?
1. Jim McLeod
2. Kim McGinn
3. Steve Hasselberg
4. Ryan Runge
5. Stephanie Switzer
6. Beth Tiess
7. Julie Bartlett
8. Diep Stamps
9. Dana Brickner

1. C  2. A  3. D  4. F  5. H  6. G  7. E  8. B  9. I
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KEN FLENNIKEN RETIRES

Mr. Ken Flenniken is retiring after 40 years of faithful service on the maintenance 
team at Charlotte Christian.  He came on board in 1974 as the school’s only 
custodian.  Four of his five daughters graduated from Charlotte Christian, 
and three of his grandchildren currently walk the halls he helped maintain for 
decades.  In 2003, Mr. Flenniken and his wife, Joyce, were honored for their 
many years of dedication and service to the school, and the remodeled dining 
hall was named for them.  At that time Mrs. Flenniken retired after 33 years of 
service in the business office. 

“Mr. Flenniken is a behind the scenes servant who worked diligently with our 
buses, package delivery and various projects around campus,” said Head of 
School Barry Giller.  “We are thankful for his Christ-like service to our community 
and how he modeled to us how to be a faithful servant.  We appreciate Ken 
and Joyce Flenniken for being pioneers in our school’s early history, and we will 
forever be grateful to them for their work in Christian education.”

Grandparents’ Day was held Friday, Feb. 27 in conjunction with the lower school spring musical Disney’s 
Cinderella Kids. The event began with breakfast in the Flenniken Dining Hall followed by the Grandparents’ 
Day celebration in the Lamb/Johnson Gymnasium.  Each grade level performed a special song for their 
grandparents, and the cast of Cinderella Kids gave a special preview of their show. Following the program, 
students and their grandparents visited the classrooms and the Book Fair. 

Grandparents’ Day

“Charlotte Christian has been home 

to us for a long time,” explains Mr. 

Flenniken.  “Their have been a lot 

of  updates to the campus.  I would 

tell people back then that it may 

look one way on the outside, but 

it’s what goes on, on the inside is 

why we sent our kids here.”
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2015 NORTH CAROLINA 
JUNIOR CLASSICAL LEAGUE AWARDS

Congratulations to middle and upper school Latin students on 
their participation in the 2015 North Carolina Junior Classical 
League State Competition held at UNC-Chapel Hill in April.  
The Charlotte Christian team won a total of 44 awards 
including the Mercury Award for Top Chapter in Olympika and 
the Mercury Award for Top Delegate who was eighth grader 
TREY DONATHAN.  Latin Teacher Mrs. Mary Malpas helped 
the students prepare and traveled with them to the state 
competition.  

2015 SCHOLASTIC WRITING AWARDS

Charlotte Christian creative writing students earned a total of 
14 Scholastic Writing Awards as part of the 2015 Regional 
Scholastic Art and Writing Award Competition.  Congratulations 
to the following students:

GOLD KEY
Poetry  ELISE HANEGRAAFF

SILVER KEY
Poetry   ANSLEY CORRIGAN, JORDAN MAXWELL 
Memoir  BRIAN CRAWFORD, BRITTANY FULLER

HONORABLE MENTION
Poetry   JANE FOX, JACK FRASIER, 
  JULIA LANG, CASSIE TRULL
Memoir   GRACE KETRON, EMMA VANDEVELDE
Short Story JULIA LANG, MEGHAN LEVINSKY  
Flash Fiction CHRISTIAN VANSICKLE

NATIONAL SPANISH EXAM HONORS
Congratulations to eighth grader 
CHINELO AFULUKWE on earning Gold 
Medal national recognition on the National 
Spanish Exam and for also receiving the 
highest grade on the exam, placing her 
first in the state of North Carolina.  Please 
visit the news alerts section on the school 
website for a complete list of world 
language honors for French, Latin and 
Spanish students in both middle and upper 
school.
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LOWER SCHOOL READING KNIGHTS 

Congratulations to lower school Reading Knights on reading 
25,106 books this year. A total of 232 students participated in 
first quarter; 256 in second quarter; 245 in third quarter; and 
264 in fourth quarter. Nearly 200 students participated every 
quarter and 13 fifth graders reached the Knights of the Round 
Table level.   Reading Knights is an exciting academic incentive 
to encourage reading and instill a lifelong love of books in 
lower school students. 

STUDENTS HOST DISNEY CONCERT FOR 
MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION

Senior pianist PAYTON WALKER organized a piano/vocal 
concert performance in April to raise money for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.  The evening featured upper school students 
who sang Disney songs while Payton accompanied them on 
piano.  The performers also surprised junior kindergarten and 
kindergarten students later in the spring by coming in costume 
to visit and sing during the Fairy Tale Day.
Disney performers:  CAROLINE KASAY, BRAD KESLING, 
JULIA LANG, KENNEDY MANYIKA, HALEY PUTNAM, EMMA 
VANDEVELDE, and PAYTON WALKER

JAPANESE STUDENTS VISIT CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN
In April, Charlotte Christian welcomed 37 Japanese students 
who are juniors at Yamate Gakuin High School in Yokohama, 
Japan.  The students visited as part of a cultural exchange 
program that Charlotte Christian participates in every three 
years.  This summer, five Charlotte Christian upper school 
students will travel to Yokohama from July 17-Aug. 1. 
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BRIAN CHAFFIN
Football

Stanford Univeristy

CAROLINE DENNEHY
Basketball

Converse College

DALTON GOUVEIA
Football

University of Hawaii

TREY LINTON
Football

University of Hawaii

JAYLON MCCLINTON
Football

Army

EMILY SABA
Volleyball

Lafayette College

PHILIP WALTON
Football

North Carolina State 
University

JACKSON VANSICKLE
Football

Virginia Tech

ATHLETICS

BASEBALL
DILLON CARPENTER
DREW DONATHAN
JOSH HALL
REECE HAMPTON
ROSS KEMP
JACKSON KOWAR
BAILEY LEWIS

BASKETBALL - GIRLS’
CAROLINE DENNEHY
KERSTIE PHILLS

BASKETBALL - BOYS’
TREY PHILLS

DANCE
CAROLINE FARLEY
CAROLINE KASAY
SYDNEY MICHAUD
LILLY TURNER
EMMA VANDEVELDE

GOLF
CONNOR ARMISTEAD
THOMAS HODGES
RHODES KARRIKER
AARON WALKER

LACROSSE
CHASE BROADWAY
LUKE GENTLESK
RYAN GILMARTIN

SOCCER - GIRLS’
SYDNEY BARNES

SOFTBALL
LAUREN FOERY
MEREDITH HARRIS
MCKENZIE LEWIS
CHRISTI TAKAC

SWIMMING
RACHEL LEE
JULIA KOCHER
RACHEL REDMOND
SARAH REDMOND
ANNA SUMMERS

TENNIS - BOYS’
DESTIN CASSIER

TRACK & FIELD - BOYS’
JOSH BROADWAY
BRIAN CRAWFORD
ELIJAH DEVEAUX
SAM KOROLOS
THOMAS NATIONS
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
JUSTUS WOODS

WRESTLING
CONNOR MAITLAND
CHARLIE RAND

CISAA ALL-CONFERENCE ATHLETES
(Winter & Spring)

NCAA WINTER & SPRING SIGNINGS
At the winter and spring athletic signings, eight student-athletes signed national letters of intent to play college athletics.  A total of 
20 Charlotte Christian senior athletes signed letters this school year.  Congratulations to the following student-athletes on their recent 
signings.

NCISAA ALL-STATE ATHLETES
(Winter & Spring)

BASEBALL
DILLON CARPENTER
JOSH HALL
REECE HAMPTON
JACKSON KOWAR

BASKETBALL - GIRLS’
KERSTIE PHILLS

BASKETBALL - BOYS’
TREY PHILLS

GOLF
AARON WALKER

LACROSSE
LUKE GENTLESK

SOFTBALL
MEREDITH HARRIS

SWIMMING
RACHEL LEE
JULIA KOCHER
RACHEL REDMOND
SARAH REDMOND

TRACK & FIELD - BOY’S
JOSH BROADWAY
BRIAN CRAWFORD
SAM KOROLOS
JAYLON MCCLINTON
THOMAS NATIONS
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
JEREMIAH WHITE
JUSTUS WOODS

WRESTLING
CHARLIE RAND

BASEBALL
JACKSON KOWAR  
ERA of 0.20

SOFTBALL
LAUREN FOERY
17 Base on Balls

MEREDITH HARRIS
42 RBIS, 32 Runs Scored, 
40 Hits, 
8 Home Runs

MCKENZIE LEWIS 
17 Wins, 166 Strikeouts, 
151 Innings Pitched

GERLEA PATTON
33 Stolen Bases

CHRISTI TAKAC 
4 Triples 
(Ties school record)

TRACK & FIELD
JOSH BROADWAY 
110M Hurdles (14.15)

THOMAS NATIONS 
300M Hurdles (39.08)

JOSH BROADWAY 
JAYLON MCCLINTON 
THOMAS NATIONS 
JUSTUS WOODS 
4x100M Relay (43.28)

BRIAN CRAWFORD 
SAM KOROLOS
THOMAS NATIONS 
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR 
4x400M Relay (3:29.40) 
(Ties the School Record)

ATHLETES RECOGNIZED FOR SETTING
CHARLOTTE CHRISTIAN RECORDS IN SPRING SPORTS

KERSTIE PHILLS 
SCORES

1,000 POINTS

Congratulations
to junior

KERSTIE PHILLS, 
Charlotte Christian 

girls’ varsity 
basketball player, 

on surpassing 1,000 
career points during 
the Charlotte Latin 

game on January 20.  
Kerstie hit her record 

goal with her first 
field goal in the

first quarter. 

bnilaja@gmail.com
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FINE ARTS

SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS
Charlotte Christian School visual arts students in both middle 
and upper school won a total of 26 awards at the 2015 
Mid-Carolina Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 
Competition.  Congratulations to the following individual 
winners:

GOLD KEY WINNERS    
GRACE BLEVINS Photography
GRANT MAHAN Drawing
SARAH REDMOND Comic Art
HANK SIMMONS Two Gold Keys – Comic Art
SPENCER VON CANNON Mixed Media

SILVER KEY AWARDS    
CAROLINE CASH Photography
EMMA COLES Mixed Media
ALLISON HOLBROOKS Printmaking
ANDREW KNOTTS Mixed Media
GRANT MAHAN Two Silver Keys – 
 Senior Portfolio & Drawing
KENDALL MCGOWAN Drawing & Illustration
HANK SIMMONS                    Four Silver Keys – 
 3 Comics & 1 Portfolio
ALY SNYDER                      Drawing & Illustration
SAVAAN WALLACE Drawing & Illustration

HONORABLE MENTION AWARDS    
GRACE BLEVINS Drawing & Illustration
SARAH HORTON Painting
REGAN JACKSON Two Honorable Mentions – 
 Painting & Photography
CHLOE LEE Comic Art
GRANT MAHAN Four Honorable Mentions – 
 Two Drawings, Painting, 
 Printmaking
SARAH REDMOND Mixed Media
WES SELBY Drawing & Illustration
HANK SIMMONS Two Honorable Mentions – 
 Comic Art

SHREK THE MUSICAL BLUMEY NOMINATIONS
Congratulations to the cast, crew and directors of Shrek the 
Musical on receiving three nominations as part of the Blumenthal 
Performing Arts High School Theater Awards.  

KENNEDY MANYIKA Best Actor nomination for Shrek
HALEY PUTNAM Best Actress nomination for Fiona
BRAD KESLING Best Supporting Actor nomination 
 for Donkey 

ACT 2 WINS NCTC HONORS

The ACT 2 middle school drama team won eight individual 
and group honors at the North Carolina Theater Conference 
(NCTC) Middle School Play Festival including the top award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Ensemble Acting.  Congratulations 
on winning the following awards in their performance of The 
Fabulous Fable Factory: 

MARY ELIZABETH JOHNSON Excellence in Acting      
TYLER KELLOGG Excellence in Acting
ALYSSA VERRUTO Excellence in Student 
 Sound Design & Production
MR. CONRAD BEAR  Excellence in Directing    
ENTIRE CAST  Outstanding Achievement in 
 Ensemble Acting     
ENTIRE CAST  Excellence in Ensemble Acting 
ENTIRE CAST  Superior Play Rating 
ENTIRE CAST Excellence in Set & Costume 
 Design

CHRISTIANS IN THEATER ARTS 
(CITA) AWARDS
Congratulations to sophomore 
GRACE DUPRE’ and junior WILL 
MCLAIN on winning first place 
for Duo Musical Theatre at the 
2015 Christians in Theatre Arts 
Competition (CITA).  Grace and 
Will won for their performance 
of “Tear Jerk” from the musical, 
I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change.  Members of the ACT 
1 and ACT 2 teams traveled to 

Atlanta to compete in the annual CITA Conference held Jan. 
29-31.  

2014-15 HONORS BANDS

Pembroke University 
Honors Band
HANNAH BRANDON
ETHAN ESHLEMAN
DANIEL KOCHER
ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.
KAITLYN SNYDER
JOSH VINTEN

South Central 
All-District Honors Band
ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.
KAITLYN SNYDER

University of South Carolina 
Honors Band
DANIEL KOCHER
RACHEL REDMOND
ADDISON WEAVER
SYDNEY WEAVER

Virginia Tech Honors Band
ANDREW T. LOOKER, JR.
ALEX WATKINS
SYDNEY WEAVER
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This spring Charlotte Christian hosted a Sporting Clays Tournament in lieu of the annual Golf Tournament.  On May 1 more than 120 men 
and women participated in the first time tournament at Meadow Wood, a private hunting and clay shooting club, located 
in Waxhaw, N.C. During the sporting clay shoot, teams of four competed as they cycled through 15 different shooting 
stations. In addition to the stations, participants had the opportunity to bid on items through a silent auction.

Mr. Lance Eubanks, Charlotte Christian parent, really enjoyed the inaugural event. 
“Having never been to a clay shoot, or having shot a gun, I was a little nervous but 
very excited.  The staff at Meadow Wood put on a great event and I ended up having 
a wonderful time.  I even hit a few of the clays!”
  
Players enjoyed a delicious catered lunch and had a great day of fellowship.  Thank 
you to our sponsors, participants and volunteers that made both of these events 
possible this year! 
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Charlotte Christian School welcomed SIM (Serving In Mission) missionary, former 
Charlotte Christian employee and alumni parent Mrs. Nancy Writebol to the first ladies’ 
luncheon on Jan. 15 at Calvary Church.  Mrs. Writebol shared the story of how she and 
her husband, David, were missionaries in Monrovia, Liberia when she was diagnosed with 
the Ebola virus and the journey of faith and healing they traveled together.

The luncheon was attended by more than 140 ladies from the school and Charlotte 
community.  Mrs. Writebol was presented with a framed original drawing by Upper School 
Art Teacher Mrs. Eva Crawford in appreciation of her visit to Charlotte Christian School.

“Nancy Writebol is a diminutive, soft-spoken woman with an amazing faith in God.  Her faith permeates her family relationships 
and informs her decisions.  What impressed me most while listening to her message was the peace and assurance she feels 
directly from God.  She is a true Christian role model,” shared Charlotte Christian parent, Emily Scofield.

Missionary

Nancy Writebol

Sporting Clays
Tournament

charlotte christian school

‘15

Speaks at Ladies’ Luncheon

• 2 new events

• 20 different sponsors

• 30 volunteers

• 120 participants in the inaugural Clay Shoot

• 150 women attend luncheon with Nancy Writebol

• $25,000 raised for CCS by the 
 Sporting Clays Tournament

SAVE THE DATE FOR 2016 EVENTS:  Ladies’ Luncheon on Jan. 14 •  Sporting Clays Tournament on April 29

DEVELOPMENT EVENTS BY THE NUMBERS
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Since the 2012-13 school year, we have been blessed to make 
several key additions and improvements to our campus with the 
Warner Field House, the renovation of our main parking lot, and 
the construction of the Hendrick Center for Arts and Science. This 
summer we are focused on three capital projects that will continue 
to enhance our campus. The total cost for the three initiatives is 
$1.3 million:

1. Stadium turf replacement - The turf has reached the end 
 of its expected life cycle.
2. Stadium track replacement - The track has also reached 
 the end of its expected life cycle.
3. Renovation of the Middle School/Upper School Media 
 Center - The goal is to convert the existing area into a more 
 modern, inviting and collaborative space that will strengthen 
 the learning environment for our students in preparation for 
 what they will experience in college.

Construction on these projects will take place throughout the 
summer of 2015 and will be completed in time for the beginning 
of the 2015-16 school year. We look forward to the impact that 
these advancements will have on our school community and are 
grateful for those who have given sacrificially and generously in 
helping to make this happen.

SUMMER 2015
CAPITAL PROJECTS

ALUMNI PROFILE

“You never know where a hobby might lead you,” claims 
Patrick Efird (’03).  This Charlotte Christian graduate is 
proof that having fun and doing what you love can lead 
to a life-changing career.

Patrick graduated from Charlotte Christian in 2003 
and then headed to Covenant College in Chattanooga 
where he majored in history.  Upon college graduation, 
he returned to his hometown and high school alma mater 
to teach, first as a substitute, then a middle school math 
teacher and then as the sixth grade Bible teacher for five 
years from 2009 to 2014.  Two years ago, he picked up 
a hobby of playing Disney Infinity, an interactive video 
game you play and advance to various levels.  In his 
spare time, he entered many Disney contests where you 
could build and create your own levels of the game.  
Unknown to Patrick, Disney was watching and in May 
of 2014, a programmer called him to offer him a job 
to create further opportunities for the Disney Infinity 
games.  

Last May, he wrapped up the school year, packed up his 
things, got married, and moved to Salt Lake City, Utah 
all within the same month to begin his new job.  He now 
works at the Disney Interactive, Avalanche office as an 
associate level designer.  Being in this particular office 
allows him to see a little bit of everything within Disney 
and he never has a dull moment.  Recently, Patrick 
traveled to Burbank, Calif. to see the Animation Studio 
as well as the Animation Archive Vault (it really does 
exist).  Disney Infinity will soon be a part of the Disney 
Cruise Line, so time on the 
open sea is not far off 
either.  

Patrick feels that 
Charlotte Christian gave 
him the spiritual readiness 
he needed.  “God’s 
instilled talents and gifts 
in all of us, as well as our 
passions and hobbies.  
Sometimes it’s not always 
things we see in ourselves, 
so be open for anything 
and passionate about 
what you do.”

Patrick Efird (’03)

Thank you for helping us
reach our Annual Fund goal of

$515,000!  

Please visit
www.charlottechristian.com/annualfund 

to see a list of supporters for 
the 2014-15 school year.
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REBECCA HARRIS had a great sophomore year on the tennis 
courts at James Madison.  She finished 16-2 in singles and 11-8 in 
doubles.  She will spend the summer training in Atlanta and playing 
tournaments and also play for the Athletes in Action tennis team.

CHANDLER SHARPE is a rising junior at the University of South 
Carolina.  Chandler has been on the Dean’s List and/or President’s 
List all four semesters, and will be entering the Upper School 
Division for the College of Nursing this fall.  She is a member of the 
USC Chapter of The National Society of Collegiate Scholars, and 
is also a member of the Alpha Delta Pi Sorority.  For the summer, 
Chandler will be returning to SCORE International in the Dominican 
Republic where she worked and witnessed as a CCS student as part 
of Mrs. Susan Jones’ summer program.  She will be serving Christ 
as a medical intern for SCORE with doctor and nurse teams for the 
next five weeks.  Please pray God will use her in many ways as she 
seeks to help those in need and be a witness for Christ.   

2012
KATEY CALHOUN is a rising senior education major at Wheaton 
College.  Katey will be traveling with Wheaton to the Holy Lands 
this summer.

AMANDA HUDGINS became 
engaged to Bryan Funderburg 
in April while on a sunset sail 
in Charleston, S.C.  Amanda 
is working on her Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree at the South 
Carolina College of Pharmacy.    
The couple is planning a 
wedding for the end of May 
2016.

SHELLEY LEAZER spent this past spring semester in London with the 
UNC-Chapel Hill Honors Program.  In addition to academic courses, 
she interned at the Gagliardi Gallery.  While abroad she visited 
Ireland, Scotland, Spain, Paris, and Prague.  Shelley will return to 
Chapel Hill in the fall for her senior year.

KATE WILLIAMS completed her junior year at UNC-Chapel Hill.  She 
is a research assistant in the department of peace, war and defense, 
which is also her major. As a pre-law student, she will be interning 
at a law firm in Washington, D.C. this summer.  She received the 
opportunity to travel to St. Andrews, Scotland for the fall semester. 
She is vice-president of the Tar Heel Transfers and has been active 
in Greek life.

2011
AJ CALHOUN graduated from Furman University in May 2015 
with a Bachelor of Arts in political science and urban studies.  AJ 
was awarded an English Teaching Assistantship from the Fulbright 
U.S. Student Program and will be teaching in Malaysia starting in 
January 2016.

2014
XANDER GUM finished his freshman year at Ole Miss where he is 
majoring in exercise science.

HUSTON PASHOIAN just finished his first year at the Virginia 
Military Institute and would like to thank CCS for preparing him 
both academically and spiritually for college.

VANCE THOMAS has just finished up his first year at Elon University. 
Besides making progress within his strategic communications 
major, he has gone on to become the youngest account executive 
to be hired by Live Oak Communications, the #1 student-run 
communications agency in the country. During his spring semester at 
Live Oak, he managed the account of Gregory Grier, the largest 
office furniture manufacturer and distributor on the East Coast. On 
top of this engagement, Vance also held an internship with Equality 
NC - the nation’s 2nd-largest state-based human rights organization 
- running all of their social media and handling PR for several major 
events. Vance will spend the bulk of 2016 in England, where he will 
be gaining more experience with communications and finishing his 
English minor.
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A group of moms of alumni from the of Class of 2014 gathered 
monthly this past year at the home of Marcus and Robin Sowell 
for fellowship, prayer, and coordinating care packages for 
their freshmen away at college.  Each mom brought in treats for 
the group of alumni that included something faith-based, tasty, 
an encouraging note and/or useful item a college freshman to 
complete the care packages.

The moms would not only pray over the boxes before mailing 
them off to the college freshmen, but they would also pray 
over the list of students each month.   “We wanted to let them 
know we were thinking of them in a tangible way and praying 
for their transition and success in college,” said Kathy Weaver. 

“Creating care packages and enjoying fellowship and prayer 
has helped this group of alumni moms embrace ‘letting go’ a 
little bit easier,” remarks LuAnn Durden.   “We hope to pass 
along this tradition to future alumni moms to help ease their 
transition of sending a child off to college.”  
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GRIFFIN GUM graduated from the University of Alabama-
Birmingham with a major in communications and a minor in sports 
marketing. He started in right field for the UAB Blazers baseball 
team this year.  He plans to do an internship in Charlotte this summer 
with a syndicated sports radio program and continue his education 
in the fall at UAB while playing his last year of eligibility for the 
baseball team.   

JOSEPH HORNE will have a summer internship in Boston, Mass. 
working on software development for Cisco at their Boxborough, 
Mass. location.

AMY KEMP graduated from the University of Georgia with a 
Finance BBA this May.  She is moving to NYC to start a summer 
internship with Lulu Frost, a jewelry designer, working on the design 
and production team. 

MORGAN KIRK (’11) 
and MATT HALL (’10) 
are planning to get 
married December 
2015.  The couple 
recently purchased a 
franchise of 9round 
kickboxing gym 
together.  They are 
the youngest franchise 
owners in the company 
with more than 300 
other franchises around 
the world. 

ROBIN MARIE REEVES graduated with honors from the University 
of North Carolina Wilmington on May 9, 2015 with an honors 
degree in art history and a minor in international studies.  Robin 
plans to attend The Courtauld Institute of Art in London, England to 
study for her master’s degree in gothic art and architecture.

RYAN WATKINS graduated Magna 
Cum Laude from the University of 
South Carolina in May.   Ryan earned 
BSBA degrees in finance and real 
estate minoring in economics.  He will 
begin his career in commercial real 
estate finance with Walker and Dunlop 
based in Bethesda, Md. in June.  Ryan 
will be residing in Washington, D.C.  

EVAN YEARGAN graduated with honors from Coastal Carolina 
University on May 9, 2015 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
marine science.  He has an Aquaculture Internship with Ballard Fish 
& Oyster Company in Cheriton, Va.

2010
BLAYDES MOORE graduated from Clemson University Summa Cum 
Laude in 2013 and is currently at Wake Forest University School of 
Law.  He served as a staff member of the Journal of Business and 
Intellectual Property in 2015 and will be the Notes and Comments 
Editor in 2016.  

BRITTANY GENDRON graduated Summa Cum Laude from Western 
Carolina University in December 2014 with a BS in recreational 
therapy.  She began her Doctorate of Physical Therapy at the 
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine in Florida in May 2015.

2009
WILL DANIEL graduated from Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in May 2015 with a master’s degree in divinity. He 
also has a BA in theatre studies from Elon University (May 2012). 
Will’s calling is to children’s ministry. In June he will be relocating to 
Suffolk, Va. to begin work as the children’s pastor at the Harbour 
View Campus of Liberty Baptist Church. 

AVERI ISRAEL graduated from Columbia College in 2013.  At 
graduation she was selected as the recipient of the Louis Sudler 
Prize in the Arts from Columbia College for a documentary that she 
filmed in Uganda.

2009 Homecoming Queen and King, CAMERON KALLIANOS and 
SAMUEL FULGINITI, married on Dec. 7, 2014. The couple resides in 
Boiling Springs where Cam runs her wedding photography business, 
Cameron Faye Photography.  Sam is working on his M.B.A. and 
completing his last year of baseball eligibility at Gardner Webb 
University.  He begins a new career with the accounting firm of 
Potter & Company this summer.
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LONDON SNUGGS will serve as Charlotte Christian’s varsity 
cheerleading coach for the 2015-16 school year.

KIERSTEN WILES graduated from UNC Wilmington in May 2013 
with a BA in English-Professional Writing.  Since graduation she has 
been working for Charlotte Christian alum parent Jim Blazevich in 
Charlotte as a sales and marketing coordinator. Kiersten will marry 
Wes Hogan on Aug. 1, 2015 and five of her bridesmaids are 
Charlotte Christian alums.  

2008
CHRISTY STEPHENS BOYD 
married in 2010 to Wes 
Boyd and is now a stay-at-
home mom with her little girl 
named Ava who is 2 years 
old. The couple is expecting 
their second little girl to 
arrive around Sept. 2.

2007
CHRIS FEREBEE (‘07) and JACQUE VON GNECHTEN (‘07) became 
engaged on Jan. 10, 2015. The couple plans to marry on Nov. 
21, 2015 and will reside in Charlotte, N.C.  Chris is a simulation 
engineer based at Roush Fenway Racing and Jacque is currently 
working on completing her MBA at the McColl School of Business at 
Queens University. 

ALEXA RICHARDSON graduated from medical school on May 23, 
2015 and will be starting her residency in Internal Medicine at 
Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospital in Greensboro, N.C. in July. 

ZENUS WILSON
graduated from the UNC-Chapel 
Hill Medical School on May 9, 
2015 with his MD degree.  He 
received his undergraduate 
degree from Davidson College in 
2011.  His other accomplishment 
is going into the Navy and he is 
commissioned as a Lieutenant.  
He is now receiving his Officer 
Development School training in 
Newport, R.I. for six weeks.  After 
graduation in June he will be 

residing in San Diego, Calif. and training as a naval officer and 
physician at the San Diego Naval Hospital for the next year.  

2006
ELIZABETH NEWTON was named one of okc.BIZ magazine’s 
Forty Under 40 in November 2014 for her accomplishments in the 
Oklahoma City community.  She started her own business, Loops and 
Belles, a line of greeting cards sold online and in select retail stores 
in Oklahoma and North Carolina.

2005
NICK GORDON graduated from Vanderbilt University with a 
masters of business administration and earned a concentration in 
strategy and a 4.0 grade point average and an undergraduate 
degree in mechanical engineering.  He is a Founder’s Medalist 
for the Owen Graduate School of Management. He received 
the Nancy and Bruce Bayer Honor Scholarship, a National Merit 
Scholarship and a Mechanical Engineering Program Award. After 
college, Nick moved to Kenya for two years to build a non-profit 
organization called CARE for AIDS, which has now served more than 
5,000 families, representing 15,000 children who are at the highest 
risk of death or abandonment due to HIV/AIDS. A Dean’s Scholar 
at Owen, Nick shared last year’s Bruce D. Henderson Prize for the 
highest GPA. He is a member of the board of directors for CARE for 
AIDS and was inducted into Beta Gamma Sigma, the International 
Business Honor Society, this past spring. After graduation, Nick and 
his wife, Jane, will move to Atlanta where he will join the Boston 
Consulting Group.

2004
JOHN LARRIMORE WRIGHT 
married Lauren Smith on 
Aug. 21, 2010.  The couple 
welcomed a son, Henry, on 
Sept. 24, 2014.  John was 
recently named one of the top 
40 young people in Billings, 
Montana who are making a 
difference in their professions 
and community.  John is 
an associate attorney at 
Halverson & Mahlen, P.C.

RYAN HUBBARD graduated from Georgetown University School of 
Medicine last May 2014 with his M.D.   He subsequently matched 
into the specialty of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester and moved out to Minnesota in June of 
this past year. He has almost completed his first of four years of 
residency at the Mayo Clinic.  He has a 5-year-old daughter, 
Sydney. 

2003
TIFFANY SHIN is a general pediatrician at Capitol Pediatrics & 
Adolescent Center in Raleigh, N.C. Last year she was sponsored by 
the Issa Trust Foundation and spent a month in Jamaica providing 
support to local medical providers by providing pediatric care and 
education.

2002
COURTNEY DRYER, OD opened her own optometric practice, 4 
Eyes Optometry, and recently celebrated her two year anniversary 
in February 2015. Her practice is located in the Southpark area of 
Charlotte (Park Towne Village Shopping Center). Dr. Dryer provides 
comprehensive eye care, contact lenses, and designer frames/sun 
wear. She is currently accepting new patients and welcomes the 
Charlotte Christian family!  
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Dear Charlotte Christian Community,

In His sermon on the mount, Jesus asked His disciples to be salt and light.  He ended that part of the sermon with 
our theme verse for the 2014-15 school year, Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

The imagery of salt and light was meaningful to the people listening to Jesus’ words that day.  They did not 
have the modern conveniences of electricity or refrigeration.  Salt was used to preserve foods and oil lamps 
were the sole source of illumination after the sunset each day.  Jesus wanted His followers to preserve the faith 
that He modeled on earth and He wanted them to be light in a sinful world using the gospel to penetrate the 
darkness of evil.

We encouraged our students throughout this school year to consider this message from Jesus and to engage.  We 
asked our students to engage in God’s word, their studies, their friends in pursuing God, and the world.  Active 
engagement enables our students to be salt and light in the world.

A wonderful and encouraging example of engagement was the Freedom Fellows initiative.  Seniors Colter 
Corish and Payton Walker attended a leadership conference at Gordon College in the summer of 2014.  
From this experience the students were challenged to combat a real world problem in their home city and so 
the Freedom Fellows was born.  Colter and Payton asked upper school students to join them in looking at the 
problem of sex trafficking in Charlotte. 

They engaged God’s word by examining His mandates in regards to sexuality, they engaged their studies by 
applying the skills they learned in their classes to researching the issue and developing possible solutions, they 
engaged their peers by hosting a chapel and a 30 year famine to raise awareness of the issue and finally 
they engaged the world by scheduling a meeting with officials from both Charlotte Motor Speedway and the 
Charlotte Hornets to present their findings.

I am thrilled that our students take God’s word seriously while truly seeking how to engage their world in order 
to let their light shine and thus give Glory to God our Father.

God Bless,

Barry Giller
Head of School
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getting married on Nov. 14, 2015.  She also took a new job as the 
project manager for the Matheson Historical Museum in Gainesville, Fla.

2001
JUSTIN CHIN moved to Tampa, Fla. this past January for a job with 
Providence Family Offices.  The company serves families that have 
more than $200 million in assets, primarily in the trust administration 
arena.

2000
ANNA MORGAN HEWITT 
and her husband, John, 
welcomed their second little 
girl, VeeVee, in November 
2014.  She joins big sister, 
Ann Wilson, who loves her 
new role!

JOHN A. LANDRETH married Lauren Lawson in 2010 in Richmond, 
Va.  John graduated from Lee University in 2004 and graduated 
from Charlotte School of Law.  He works for Powers McCarten in 
Charlotte, N.C. and is licensed to practice in both North Carolina 
and South Carolina.  

JOSH WATSON and his wife, Tabitha, welcomed a daughter, 
Harper Etta, on Jan. 30, 2015.

1999
EMILY POWELL BASS was 
married to Sean Bass in 
August 2014.  She finished 
her master’s degree 
in Christian counseling 
from Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary in 
January 2014. She is a 
counselor at Carolinas 
Counseling Group in 
Charlotte, N.C.

1997
RICH HASTINGS hiked two of the nation’s national scenic trails since 
graduation from CCS.  He hiked the Appalachian National Scenic 
Trail that begins in Spring Mountain, Ga. and ends at Mt. Katahdin, 
Maine.  It took Rich six months to complete the 14-state journey as 
a “thru-hiker,” by walking the entire trail in a continuous journey.  
Rich also hiked the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail beginning in 
Mexico and ending in Canada.  He completed the entire 2,650 
miles as a “thru-hiker” in five months, walking an average of 25 
miles per day.  Rich is a graduate of Appalachian State University 
with a master’s degree in accounting.

JEREMY WRITEBOL lives in Plymouth, Mich. and pastors Woodside 
Bible Church’s Plymouth campus. His mom, Nancy, who many in the 
class of ’97 will remember from her being the registrar at CCS, is 
doing very well and has recovered fully. 

1993
LARA WASHINGTON 
FREEMAN welcomed 
a baby girl, Kennedy 
June, on Jan. 15, 2015.  
She joins big brother, 
Carter, who is 6 years 
old. Lara currently 
resides in Charlotte and 
works at Calvary Child 
Development Center.

1992
KRISTIN COKE is the CEO and operator of AndyBooks Outreach, 
now in its 15th year of ministry to orphans and widows in Andhra 
Pradesh, India. Please visit andybooksoutreach.org for more 
information. She just started a new home-based business with 
Nerium International. Her chihuahua, Lacey, just turned 12 years 
old in April. 

1990
RACHEL SHEYDA SPERRING lives in Lawrenceville, Ga. with her 
husband Jeremy and three children.  This year she coached girls’ 
volleyball and soccer as well as worked part-time in the school store 
at Hebron Christian Academy where their children attend.

1988
TRACI FOLK RIDER is a media specialist at Providence Spring 
Elementary School.  In August 2014 she was awarded the Gertrude 
Coward Media Specialist of the Year, given to one media specialist 
each year in recognition of outstanding service and media 
programming.  The award is named for the first director of media 
services in CMS and was established in 1991.

1987
LT COL “PABLO” SHEYDA, USMC married TIFFINY FULLERTON 
(’98) in 1991 and have now enjoyed 24 years of marriage together 
and have grown in the knowledge of Christ through many joyful 
times as well as their fair share of trials.  If there is one message 
he would want to communicate with other present and future alumni 
it would be that all pursuits are meaningless save the pursuit of 
knowing Him.  

1978
MERWIN FOARD is a cast member of 
Disney’s Aladdin on Broadway and will 
remain with this production - that just 
celebrated its first year on Broadway this 
past March - until this fall.  He will begin 
touring the country as Max Detweiler in 
the 50th Anniversary revival of Sound 
of Music.  His eldest daughter, Phoebe, 

graduated with honors in May with a double major in early childhood 
education and psychology from Wagner College on Staten Island in 
New York.  His youngest daughter, Bailey, is a rising senior in high 
school and continues to wow folks with her singing voice and her 
culinary expertise.  His wife, Becky, stars as Mrs. MacAfee in Bye, 
Bye Birdie this July in Sacramento with the California Music Theatre. 
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Charlotte Christian School is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school, equipping and developing students to 
effectively integrate Biblical truth and learning into their daily lives and to impact the culture for Christ.

1. Fifth Grade Promotion
2. Middle School ECO Game Winners
3. Breckenridge Senior Ski Trip
4. Disney’s Cinderella Kids, LS Musical
5. Sixth Grade Middle Ages Day
6. Seventh Grade Life Science Museum
7. Sophomore History Day
8. Eighth Grade Washington, D.C. Trip 
9. Athletics Safe Sports School Award
10. Upper School Prom

11. Fifth Grade STEM Challenge Winners
12. Eighth Grader Matthew Siverling
 Principal’s Cup Recipient
13. WCNC Meterologist Brad Panovich 
 Second Grade Visit
14. Sixth Grader Joseph Sachtleben 
 Geography Bee Winner
15. President’s Cup Recipient Colter Corish
16. Lower School Field Day
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2015 
SUMMER 
CAMPS

JULY 6 - 10
Course Name Grade

ENRICHMENT CAMPS

American Girl Grades 1 - 5
Amazing Pursuit Grades 7 - 8
Film Grades 5 - 8
LEGO ED/Robotics II Grades 2 - 6
Super Summer Day Camp 
Taste of Summer Week Grades JK - 3

JULY 20 - 24
Course Name Grade

ENRICHMENT CAMPS

Duct Tape Extravaganza Grades 3 - 5
LEGO Maniacs Grades JK - 5
LEGO ED/Mindstorm EV3 Grades 4 - 6
Math Mania Grades 1 - 2
Math Mania Grades 3 - 5
Ms. Doyle's Book Nook Grade 4
Ms. Doyle's Book Nook Grade 5
Spanish (2 weeks) Grades 7 - 8
Super Summer Day Camp 
Holiday Hoopla in July Week

Grades JK - 3

Youth Apologetics
Conference

Ages 13-19

SPORT CAMP

Swimming Grades K - 8

JULY 13 - 17
Course Name Grade

ENRICHMENT CAMPS

Bees, Berries & Biscuits Grades 2 - 6
LEGO Maniacs Grades JK - 5
Spanish (2 weeks) Grades 7 - 8
Super Summer Day Camp 
Let’s Go Camping Week Grades JK - 3

SPORT CAMPS

Knights Basketball Grades K - 5
Cheerleading Grades K - 5
Elite Basketball Grades 6 - 8
Middle School Elite Soccer Grades 6 - 8
Swimming Grades K - 8


